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“Do not train a child to learn by force or harshness; but direct them to it by what amuses their minds, so that you may be better able to 

discover with accuracy the peculiar bent of the genius of each.” 

- Plato 

 

Gifted in Michigan Newsletter and Resources 
Happy spring!  The Vernal Equinox on March 20 was certainly a pleasant reminder of the warmer weather coming!  My son and I celebrated by 

taking a nature walk with a group of friends at a beautiful place called Bear Creek Nature Park in Rochester, Michigan.  We had perfect weather 

for the walk and then several of us exchanged science kits with each other for the kids!  How did you and your kids welcome spring?   

 

April is a special month for Gifted in Michigan!  On April 21, 2011, Melissa joined an online forum that I manage and proposed creating an In-

Person Meet up group.  One year later, Gifted in Michigan is a continuously growing community of gifted children and their parents, caregivers, 
educators, and advocates.  We provide a place where we can all come together for support, socialization, enrichment opportunities and resources.  

I am very proud of this group and all we’ve accomplished in a year.  Melissa and I work strictly as volunteers on our own time to make our 

communities a better place for families of gifted children and we are very interested in constant improvement.  We want o hear your ideas!  What 
do you want to see more of from the group?  Are their special interests your child has?  Would you like to lead a special interest group?  Would 

you like to be more involved with helping gifted children?  Write to us!  We’d love to hear from you.   

 
We’ve received suggestions for Lego Robotics groups, Lego Mindstorms, Role Playing Games, Pokeman, Magic, Dungeons and Dragons and 

Chess.  Would these groups be of interest to your child(ren) too?  Is there a special interest group you’d like to see?  Share it with us at 

gimlinks@gmail.com.   
 

 

Welcome and New Members! 
We’d like to welcome all of the new members and their families who have joined Gifted in Michigan during the month of March.   
 

Do you know a family who is in SE Michigan who could benefit from our group?  New members can join at www.giftedinmichigan.com and/or 

by joining us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/. 
 

 

Seeking Teen/Tween Coordinator:  
Gifted in Michigan is growing and has a need for a teen/tween coordinator!  Are there any parents or caregivers interested in taking on this role?  

Perhaps a gifted teen would be interested in taking on this volunteer position along with their parent to add to their resume.  The tween/teen 
coordinator or teen/parent team will be responsible for planning appropriate teen/tween activities/enrichment events, writing a short blurb for the 

monthly newsletter, and helping to provide guidance to other parents of tweens/teens.  If you’re interested in this role, please email us at 

gimlinks@gmail.com.  Thank you! 
 

 

Inventor/Maker Club Update (Melissa Jenkins): 
Now that our “How to be an Inventor” meetings have concluded, we can move right on to working on actual inventions!  I am very excited about 

this.  The “How to” meeting attendees talked about their ideas for inventions and they all sounded great!  Here are some of the kids’ proposed 
inventions:  a worm toy, a bicycle that floats, robots that do housework, a conveyer belt for moving groceries up steps (this one would have 

greatly helped me the year I broke my leg!), a substance that makes things disappear, a spinning top toy, a rocketship – prototype to be made out 

of cardboard (these last two were from the youth in Detroit).  If you happened to miss the lecture, don’t worry – The kids Inventing book covers 
all you’ll need to know to get started inventing!   

 

To help everyone make plans for working on their inventions we will start out touring local makerspaces.  Our April meeting will consist of a 
tour (Free) of the Ann Arbor Makerworks Makerspace.  Please come join us for this fun tour!  This Makerspace is quite child-friendly and has 

areas in it for children to work.  Next month, in May, we will be touring TechShop Detroit in Allen Park.  This Makerspace is suitable for adults 

and kids 12 and up.  However kids of any age are welcome on the tour!  Hope to see you there. 
 

Also, an important note on the Mt. Elliott Makerspace in Detroit.  We have been granted permission to attend Open Shops here as we would like, 

and still for free!  I will be setting up bi-monthly evites for our group at this makerspace in addition to our regular monthly meetings.  This is a 
great place we can go for free to allow the kids to work on their inventions, so I encourage you to come if you can! 

 

Southeast Michigan Mensa Regional Gathering (Melissa Jenkins): 
Don’t forget the Southeast Michigan Mensa Regional Gathering is coming up and this is a great place to go to socialize with gifted families from 
across the metro area!  Check out our updated post on the RG at www.giftedinmichigan.com which contains all the latest details! 

 

Articles and Resources: 
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We have consolidated the articles and resources we’ve come across during the month of March related to raising our very unique and special 

children to share with you here!  Have an article to share?  Have you written an article on giftedness?  Share it with us at gimlink@gmail.com! 
 

 

Articles: 
Gifted Education News Letter 
Articles from the Gifted Development Center 

I am a Twice-Exceptional Student 

The Voice of Gifted Children – Part 1 
The Voice of Gifted Kids – Part 3 

Learning with Asperger’s – A Parent’s perspective 

Occupational Therapy Corner: Creating a Sensory Lifestyle 
through Proprioception 

In and of Itself 

Helping Your Child with Anger 

Parenting Your Strong Willed Child 

More U.S. Children Being Diagnosed With Youthful Tendency 

Disorder 
Autistic Children Subject to More Bullying 

National Wildlife Articles including live Eagle Cam Update 

Original Einstein Manuscripts Show First Details of E = MC2 
Mercury has a Liquid Core 

Brain Size May Determine Whether You Are Good at Keeping 

Friends 
The Funnel and Cylinder Analogy of Giftedness 

Characteristics of Intuitive Children 
Art of Acceleration 

A first! Neutrino message sent through ground 

Sea Worm Challenges Theory of How Brain Evolved 
The Hardships of Being Gifted in Culturally Diverse Populations 

Tesla Coil Music 

Special Needs Parents: How to Cope with Grief 
Sensitive Children: Do they Study with Depression More? 

Biggest Solar Storm in Years Races Toward Earth 

Fire Storm or Star Birth 

This is Alisa - Asynchronous Scholars' Fund  

Lego Printer 

Experimental General Motors tech brings car windows to life 
3 Things to Help A Child Focus With Sensory Processing Disorder 

The Adventures of a Cardboard Box 

Aspergers Meltdowns versus Temper Tantrums 
Are preschoolers too young to be labeled "gifted"? 

Identify gifted children to reduce reoffending, justice staff told 
How not to argue with Gifted Children 
Macomb Children’s Hands-on Museum 

  

 

Online Learning Opportunities: 
Audri's Rube Goldberg Monster Trap 

Can you make this with your child? 

Free Curricula Resource from Adobe 
U of M Saturday morning physics lectures now available by video 

online! 

EZSchool 
Photosynthesis 

Awesome Lego Science Models 

Lego Quest Kids Blog 

Origami 

WebCams  

Gifted Education Professional Development Package 
Noble Prize Site for Education 

How to Teach Project-Based Engineering to Kids 

Project Blue Planet 
Art for Kids 

Writing Challenge 

Hemingway’s Book Club

 

 

Member’s Writings 
Rochester SAGE – Thanks Joshua! 

 
Twice Exceptional Children Overlooked 

 

If You See Something, Say Something 
 

I Want My Kids to Fail 

 
 

quarksandquirks.wordpress.com  

Homeschooling with the rest of my life coloring the edges 
 

findingmygrounduu.wordpress.com 

Life with a bit of homeschooling thrown in 
 

aspergersathome.com   

Parenting and homeschooling a child with aspergers 
Thanks Sarah! 

 
  

Other Blogs and Newsletters of Interest: 
Parents of Exceptional and Twice Exceptional Children  

Gifted Exchange 
High Ability 
Teach a Gifted Kid 

Ingenious 

Gifted Parenting Support 
Gifted Kids Network 

PrufRock Press, Inc 

A Gifted Journey 

Gifted Phoenix’s Blog 

 

 

Links to Other Gifted Support Groups 
Michigan Assoication for Gifted Children 
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American Mensa 

Southeast Michigan Mensa 
Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted 

 

 

Resources links shared by Mensa 
Mensa for kids: Bright Newsletter: 
Bright is the brightest monthly newsletter for smart kids!  Although this newsletter is available courtesy of Mensa for Kids and the Mensa 

Education & Research Foundation, Non-Mensa members are welcome to subscribe!  
 

FAQs about YMembership In Mensa 

Find out the many benefits of Mensa membership for children! 
 

Links about Games 

This link will take you to the handouts from presenters at California ’s recent gifted conference: 

http://www.cagifted.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=258  

  

Test your word knowledge at this site, a beta version being developed by dictionary.com.  Divided into age-group bands, it will estimate the 
breadth of your vocabulary based on your score.  http://dynamo.dictionary.com/placement/outcome/  

  

Explore 277 of the coolest places on Earth at this site that allows you explore in what feels like 3D.  Worth a visit.  http://www.world-heritage-
tour.org// 

  

  
Games: 

  

Did you know that an Indian palace was the inspiration for the Parcheesi board?  Can you use your house or neighborhood as a board game 
board? 

  

Did you know that a gameboard was found in King Tut’s tomb?  It’s called Senet, and you can play today. 
  

Ken Jennings of Jeopardy! fame shares his top game picks: Scrabble (and he likes the book about it called “Word Freak,” too); Pictionary; Trivial 

Pursuit; Taboo; and Wise and Otherwise. 
  

Recommended Games for Kids from “Knucklebones Magazine”: 

  
Preschool – 7: 

Candyland (www.hasbro.com) the travails of Queen Frostine and friends 

Brain Quest (www.workman.com) question and answer 
Kids on Stage (http://www.areyougame.com) critical thinking and listening  

Zimbbos! (www.blueorangegames.com) coordination and creativity 

MAMiTS (www.namits.com) good game for the car 
  

Ages 7 – 9: 

Ocean Bingo (www.lucybingogames.com) bingo with visuals 
Wildlife Scrabble (www.usaopoly.com) crossword-like with baby animals 

Travel Blokus (www.educationalinsights.com) one only color per player; smaller, compact 

Yahtzee Jr. (www.hasbro.com) Disney edition is fun 

  

Kids 6 & Up: 
GeoPlunge (www.geoplunge.com) geography – more than 30 games use same set 

Jurassic Jumble (www.setgame.com) trade bones and build dinosaurs 

Apples to Apples (www.otb-games.com) make your own family version for fun 
Pass the Pigs (www.winning-moves.com) really, the name says it all 

Simon 2 (www.hasbro.com) still gives me warm fuzzies 

Cogno: The Alien Adventure Game (www.cogno.com) space and science and aliens and fantasy, oh my! 
Proverbial Wisdom (www.proverbialwisdom.com) Sketch them, act them out, or define them 

Good Neighbors (www.goodneighborschannel.com) cooperative game – help people! 

DaVinci’s Challenge (www.briarpatch.com) strategy and patterns 
Think-It, Link-It (www.tligames.com) rhyme, vocab, connections 

Mythmatical Battles (www.mythmatheticalbattles.com) card game with myths and multiplication 

Oodles of Doodles (www.thinkfun.com) doodle eight designs in time! 
Wall Street Spin (www.funspin.com) stock market game  

  

Monopoly: 
  

The token design, gameboard, and some other elements are trademarked, but the rules are in the public domain. Can you revise them in some cool 

way? 
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Although the official Parker Brothers story about the origins of game have Charles Darrow as the designer, it was really designed by a woman 

named Magie Phillips, and was originally called “The Landlord Game.”  Read “official” history and fun facts here:  
 http://www.hasbro.com/monopoly/en_US/discover/history.cfm. 

Read a more “unofficial” history here: http://www.worldofmonopoly.com/history/.  

What other names for Monopoly can you come up with?   
  

If the game is lasting too long, you are probably making one or more of these common mistakes: 

1. Putting money on Free Parking.  Don’t do this.  No money is supposed to go here.   
2. Not auctioning properties right away. If someone lands on a property and doesn’t buy it, auction it right away (even the person who chose not 

to buy it when it was landed on can bid). 

3. Putting more houses on the board than the 32 that come with it, and not building evenly.  Don’t add houses beyond what came in the box, and 
you must build evenly across a color group (no having three houses on one property and none on the others). 

4. Shuffling Chance and/or Community Chest.  Leave them alone. 

5. Waiting until your turn to build. You can build at any time. 
  

More information on Monopoly: 

  
Official Site: www.monopoly.com  

Tournaments: http://monopolytournaments.com 

World Monopoly Association: http://www.worldmonopolyassociation.com 
Series of articles from the newspaper Courier Post, which describe the streets of Atlantic City that appear on Monopoly: 

http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/pdf/202_monopoly.pdf  

 

 

March Young Mensan Book Parade Book Reviews: 
Looking for some great new books for your child?  Check out these reviews! 

 

If You Never Forever Endeavor 
The Word Eater 

Life of an Exploded Diagram 

The Man Who Walked Between the Towers 
Mega MASH-Up: Dinosaurs V Romans on Mars 

You Are Not So Smart: Why You Have Too Many Friends on Facebook, Why Your Memory Is Mostly Fiction, and 46 Other Ways You're 

Deluding Yourself 
All These Things I’ve Done 

Heart and Soul: The Story of America and African Americans 

Pearl vs The World 
King Hugo’s Huge Ego 

Space Chronicles: Facing the Ultimate Frontier 
 

 

April 2012 Gifted in Michigan Upcoming Events: 
Join us for some fun and enrichment during our exciting April events.   

 

Festifools 
Sunday, April 1st, 2012, 4:00 PM – 5:00 PM, Ann Arbor, MI 

 

Robofest Michigan Regional Championship 
Saturday, April 14th, 2012, 9:00 AM – 3:30 PM, Southfield, MI 

 

Dinosaurs! 
Saturday, April 14th, 2012, 11:00 AM, Flint, MI 

 

Makerworks Makerspace Tour: Inventor/Maker Club Meeting 
Saturday, April 14th, 2012, 12 Noon, Ann Arbor, MI 

 

Fighting for Democracy 
Sunday, April 15th, 2012, 12:00 PM – 5:00 PM, Dearborn, MI 

 

Space Lectures – Cosmic Castaways 
Tuesday, April 17th, 2012, 6:30 PM, Flint, MI 

 

Farmington TAL Gifted Book Clubs:  K-4 and Emerging 

Readers/Math 
Wednesday, April 18th, 2012, 6:30 PM, Farmington Hills, MI 

 

Build ‘N Break Drop-In Play Event 
Saturday, April 21st, 2012, 11:00 AM, Novi, MI 

 

Cranbrook Institute of Science Discovery Center 
Sunday, April 22nd, 2012, 12:30 PM, Bloomfield Hills, MI 

 

Wayne County 4-H Mentoring Tech Wizards Program in 

Detroit 
Wednesday, April 25th, 2012, 4:00 PM, Detroit, MI 

 

The Art Experience: Open Studio 
Saturday, April 28th, 2012, 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM, Pontiac, Michigan 

 

Ration Stamps & Bombers:  WWII at Home at the Plymouth 

Historical Museum 
Sunday, April 29th, 2012, 1:00 PM, Plymouth, MI 

 

Southeast Michigan Mensa’s Regional Gathering 

Friday, May 4th – Sunday, May 6th, 2012, Farmington Hills, MI
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Other Upcoming Events 
Saper Galleries 

Local award-winning art gallery, Saper Galleries, in East Lansing, MI is hosting a free art display of Dr. Seuss Lorax artwork running through 

April 2012. 
433 Albert Avenue 

East Lansing, MI 48823 

Telephone: (517) 351-0815 
Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Thursday nights open until9pm and the first Sundays in March & April from 1-4pm  

 

Also, here is a recent weblink article depicting this Dr. Seuss & Lorax art display, http://sapergalleries.com/ReadAllAboutUs.html#Lorax  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Spring Break at the Cranbrook Institute of Science Reveals the Science of Green.  

Monday-Friday, April 2-6, 1-4 PM Daily 

Join us for fun activities, demonstrations about sustainability and alternative energy, and more during Spring Break. Learn about local resources 

and organizations offering giveaways to inspire you year-round. Animals from the Bat Zone will visit the institute too! Free with admission.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

At the Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, MI, Free Titanic Educator Preview on Tuesday, April 3rd after-hours and Free Driving America 
Educator Orientation on Saturday, March 10th or Tuesday, March 13th . You must fill out their home educator registration form to qualify for 

special offers for educators. Here is their home educator registration form weblink, 

http://www.thehenryford.org/education/pdf/homeEducatorRegistrationForm.pdf 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Explorathon Showcases Opportunities for Women in Science  

Explorathon 2012 returns to Detroit Country Day School on April 4. A joint project of the American Association of University Women 
Birmingham (MI) Branch, Cranbrook Institute of Science, and Detroit Country Day School, Explorathon is a day of interactive workshops with 

female scientists, engineers, mathematicians and health professionals for students in grades 8-12 designed to expand the horizons of girls in 

science, technology and mathematics. Male students are welcome to attend as well.  
 

The day begins at 7:45am with a keynote speaker, followed by three break-out sessions. Lunch is provided, and the conference concludes by 

1:30pm so students return to their respective districts in time for district dismissal. Fee is $15 per person. Registration must be received by March 
14 and total attendance is limited to 550. For more information visits www.aauwbirmmi.org or call 248 865.7257. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Precocious Preschoolers & Kindergartners: "Keeping Them on the Fast Track!" 

Saturday, April 7, 2011 from 11:00 a.m. - Noon p.m. (est.)  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cranbrook Institute of Science International Astronomy Day 

Saturday, April 28th, 1-4 PM 

Explore the universe through the exciting field of astronomy. Join Cranbrook astronomers and the Warren Astronomical Society for hands-on 

telescope use or witness the dazzling wonders of the cosmos in the planetarium! All activities except planetarium programs are free with museum 
admission. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

Gifted in Michigan 

Visit us on the web: www.giftedinmichigan.com 

Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/ 

Group Email: gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net 
Send your articles, links, blogs and newsletter suggestions to: gimlinks@gmail.com 

Opt out by sending an email to: gimlinks@gmail.com 
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