
 

 

December 2014 Newsletter 

"Walking, I am listening to a deeper way.  Suddenly all my ancestors are behind me.  Be still, 
they say.  Watch and listen.  You are the result of the love of thousands.” 

– Linda Hogan (b. 1947) 
Native American Writer 

 
Gifted in Michigan Newsletter and Resources 
 

Greetings, everyone!  I apologize that I have been unable to produce a newsletter since September.  I need to 

explain that I am dealing with a chronic illness lately that is restricting my activities somewhat.  The general effect 

is that I may be a bit slower sometimes in conveying information and providing help to families.  I am still holding 

events, and will be sure to notify all if I need to cancel an event, for any reason, with at least a 24 hour notice.  I 

don’t anticipate a need to cancel events, though.  I want to assure you this is a delay issue only, and I am still 

available and working for families!  I appreciate your patience greatly! 

 

Some of you know that I re-print the articles here that I write as Southeast Michigan Mensa’s Gifted Youth 

Coordinator, for the M-Pathy Newsletter.  I have included all the M-Pathy articles here that I have written since 

September, so this issue will contain a few bonus articles. 

 

Melissa Jenkins 

 

Making Friends in the New School Year 

As most of us know, making friends can often be a challenge for gifted students.  Whether your kids are 

homeschooled, in public school, or in private school, they may have opportunities for making new friends at the 

beginning of each school year.  Homeschoolers may begin new group classes in September/October.  Public and 

private school students are most likely to meet new classmates at the beginning of the school year, as well.  

How can you help your gifted child if he/she is struggling to make new friends at school?  Here are some tips and 

ideas: 



 

 

1. Encourage your child to join an after school activity such as a sport, chess, science or math club, music lessons, 
etc.  Frequently gifted kids enjoy the same types of activities.  If your child joins an activity that particularly 
appeals to her/him it is likely other gifted children with like interests will also attend. 

2. Especially if your child is young, consider speaking with your child’s teacher to help your child identify another 
like-minded, sensitive student (or students) in the classroom with whom your child might enjoy being friends. 

3. Sometimes gifted kids are afraid to take the risk of befriending someone.  Much is at stake when a gifted child 
considers this.  A rejection can be especially crushing to a child who is often painfully aware of how different 
he/she is from other children.  Simply the fact of this difference can cause a child’s self-esteem to exist on 
shaky ground.  In addition, a gifted child’s overexcitabilities can cause the impact of a rejection to hurt a child 
to the core.  How can we, as parents, help our children make friends, given this potential hesitation? 

a. Let your children know how special they are to you and how precious.  Make sure they know that 
each and every person is precious, no matter how different we are from one another.  Your children 
need to know that they deserve to be loved and deserve to have friends, regardless of how any 
particular child might treat them. 

b. If your child is worried about her/his appearance and feel it makes them unappealing as a friend, help 
them understand that everyone, no matter how they look, can find a friend who will enjoy and love 
them!  Help your child improve his/her appearance if you both feel it might help him/her feel more 
confident. 

c. Encourage your children to follow their own instincts with regards to who might make a good friend.  
Suggest they approach these individuals first to engage. 

d. Encourage your children to be willing to accept invitations from other individuals!  Some gifted kids 
are so shy, they may only answer “no” when asked to join a play group.  In this case they may simply 
fear rejection too much to take a chance that they may be rejected once they join a group. 

e. Teach your children how to engage other children successfully!  Teach your kids to learn to listen to 
others and show interest in other children’s stories and lives.  Teach them to share their own stories 
and belongings with others too.  Your children can also share their prodigious talents with other kids, 
helping them understand schoolwork and games (without also doing it for them, of course!) 

f. Teach your children strategies for being successful in a group!  Your child may be a born leader!  
Teach your child to lead by example and like a facilitator or teacher, not a dictator.  Teach her/him to 
share ideas while also respecting and responding favorably to others’ ideas.  If your child is more of a 
follower, teach him/her to respect the leader and other members of the group, sharing the 
floor/interrupting minimally. 

g. Teach your children how valuable diversity and differences are.  Your child may balk at joining a group 
because he/she feels too different.  Teach your child that we need all our different talents and 
abilities to make each group effective and functional.  Give examples of your child’s potential 
contributions, to help dispel this worry. 

h. Teach your children that even abrasive kids, angry kids, etc. are precious and good.  Teach them that 
these kids can be reached, too, with a gentle touch.  Often an angry child just needs a kind word, a 
compliment, or another person willing to listen to her/his troubles.  An empathetic child (and gifted 
children are by nature empathetic) could even successfully calm and befriend an angry/abrasive kid, 
in some cases.  This can also be a good strategy to use in the case of a bully.  Of course, this strategy 
should be used with caution and only when the physical and emotional risk to your child is minimal 
and acceptable. 

 

Most of all, teach your kids that they are wonderful and worthy and very much capable of finding and keeping 

equally wonderful friends!  They don’t need to face school alone, no matter how different or unusual they are. 

Melissa Jenkins 

 



 

Helping Your Child Develop a Unique Intellectual Identity 

Many gifted children, like other children, are accustomed to having their days largely planned out for them.  

Whether your child is homeschooled or schooled in a typical setting, she/he is typically guided in what to think 

about throughout the school day.  Children learn how to do math, reading, writing, history, science, etc. and work 

through these tasks, alone or together, according to prescribed instructions.  After school and on weekends, kids 

may be involved in various enrichment activities in which they are often also closely guided. 

Clearly schoolwork and organized enrichment activities are an extremely important factor in a child’s education 

and growth.  However, because so much time is taken up by organized activities, today’s children often have little 

free time available for independent thinking.  They are also likely to have less of a say in what they’d like to do with 

their time.  A child’s input on how he/she spends time and learns during his/her childhood may be just as 

important to that child’s optimal development as the organized activities set up for the child. 

As a child grows and develops, she/he needs time and opportunities to figure out her/his unique intellectual gifts, 

talents and interests.  What are your child’s passions?  This very important question can be much more easily 

answered by children over time if they have some say in how they spend their structured learning and leisure time.  

Gifted children, especially, tend to thrive better if they are allowed to participate in directing their own learning. 

How do we, as parents, insure that our children are heard and regularly have a say in how they spend their time 

and how their learning plans are executed?  You may be surprised to learn that making this possible can be a 

relatively easy task, and may actually save you and your kids some time in your busy schedules. 

Here are some helpful tips: 

1. Make free time a priority in your child’s schedule.  If necessary, schedule it like everything else.  Make sure 
during free time that your child is allowed to choose the activity (or non-activity, such as sitting and resting, 
lying down, napping, etc.)  Allow plenty of time for rest, relaxed socialization and leisurely thinking. 

2. Make sure your child has a say in choosing his/her extracurricular activities. Especially in the case of gifted 
kids, try to use the child’s maturity, rather than age, to gauge how much say your child should have in 
decisions about these activities. 

3. If homeschooling, consider adding time for purely inquiry-based learning and/or unschooling.  This type of 
learning is typically much less structured and essentially child-led.  It requires less planning by adults and more 
thinking by kids!  Inquiry-based learning is often very extensive and effective because it relies on the child’s 
natural intrinsic motivation. 

4. Schedule outings and activities that expose your children to a large breadth of intellectual pursuits.  Allow your 
children to choose topics of interest, and assist them in pursuing them in depth. 

5. Follow your children’s lead.  If your children tell you they want to do something of interest, whatever their 
age, assist them in doing so, before they lose interest or forget their ideas. 

6. Visit the library for lots of ideas on how to pique your children’s interests. 
7. Be sure to share your interests with your child.  She/he may want to try out what you like and may find they 

enjoy doing what you do for intellectual stimulation! 
 

Don’t forget to recharge, yourself, while you are giving your children all that free thinking and playing time!  We all 

know a good example is often the best teacher of all! 

Melissa Jenkins 

 

 



 

Awesome Astronomy Resources  

In Southeast Michigan and Beyond! 

 

Did you know that Southeast Michigan has a whole host of astronomy clubs, several planetariums and 

observatories, and yearly astronomy events?  Did you know that NASA and other space organizations have neat 

websites and benefits?  Here is a brief rundown on local and not-so-local astronomy resources available to your 

gifted child. 

The Great Lakes Association of Astronomy Clubs (GLAAC http://www.glaac.org/):  is comprised of an association 

of the following amateur astronomy clubs in our area.  These clubs generally accept kids as members, and often 

families attend events together!  These local astronomy clubs hold private and public observation nights and 

informational meetings.  Members can share information about telescope buying tips as well as astronomy 

knowledge. 

 The Astronomy Club at Eastern Michigan University https://emu.collegiatelink.net/organization/astronomy-
club-at-eastern-michigan-university - This is a student organization of EMU.  Members meet each Thursday at 
7:30 PM with observing after the meeting if it is clear. 

 Ford Amateur Astronomy Club http://www.fordastronomyclub.com/  – This is a Ford Motor Co. organization, 
but members of the public are also permitted to join.  Members meet monthly on the 4

th
 Thursday of each 

month at 5:30 PM at Henry Ford Community College in Dearborn. 

 Oakland Astronomy Club http://www.oaklandastronomy.org/ - This astronomy club, is located in northern 
Oakland County.  Members meet the second Sunday of every month except for May at the Dinosaur Hill 
Nature Preserve in Rochester.  This club has a private observing site at Addison Oaks County Park 

 Seven Ponds Astronomy Club http://bhmich.com/sevenpondsac/ -  Members of this northern Oakland County 
club meet at the Seven Ponds Nature Center in Dryden. 

 Student Astronomical Society http://www.lsa.umich.edu/astro/undergraduate/studentastronomicalsociety - 
This is an undergraduate organization of the University of Michigan Ann Arbor.  This club holds open houses, 
open to the public https://sites.google.com/a/umich.edu/sas/openhouse at the Angell Hall Observatory on 
State Street in Ann Arbor. 

 Sunset Astronomical Society http://www.sunsetastronomicalsociety.com/ - Meetings are held monthly at the 
Delta College Planetarium in Bay City and are open to the public. 

 University Lowbrow Astronomers http://www.umich.edu/~lowbrows/ - Members are a diverse group of 
individuals interested in astronomy (they have some actual “Rocket Scientists” in their membership).  
Meetings are held on the 3

rd
 Friday of every month at 7:30 PM at Angell Hall at the campus of the University of 

Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

 Warren Astronomical Society http://www.warrenastro.org/was/ - This club meets twice monthly on the first 
Monday of each month at 7:30 PM at Cranbrook Institute of Science in Bloomfield Hills and the third Thursday 
of each month at 7:30 PM at Macomb Community College South Campus.  Meeting presentations are given by 
local amateur astronomers and occasionally nationally known speakers.  This club holds many observation 
events, as well. 
 

Here are some great places to view stars via a planetarium or observatory: 

Angell Hall Observatory, Ann Arbor 
Detroit Observatory, Ann Arbor 
Delta College Planetarium, Bay City 
Cranbrook Institute of Science, Bloomfield Hills 
Hammond Planetarium, Dearborn 
U of M Dearborn Observatory, Dearborn 
The Michigan Science Center, Detroit 
MSU Observatory, East Lansing 
Longway Planetarium, Flint 
Hector J. Robinson Observatory, Lincoln Park 

http://www.glaac.org/
https://emu.collegiatelink.net/organization/astronomy-club-at-eastern-michigan-university
https://emu.collegiatelink.net/organization/astronomy-club-at-eastern-michigan-university
http://www.fordastronomyclub.com/
http://www.oaklandastronomy.org/
http://bhmich.com/sevenpondsac/
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/astro/undergraduate/studentastronomicalsociety
https://sites.google.com/a/umich.edu/sas/openhouse
http://www.sunsetastronomicalsociety.com/
http://www.umich.edu/~lowbrows/
http://www.warrenastro.org/was/


 

Some great national resources: 

NASA’s Spacemath website: http://spacemath.gsfc.nasa.gov/.  This is an awesome site that includes loads of math 

problems with a space slant!  Please be advised, funding for NASA has been cut and support for the Spacemath site 

is likely to end soon.  When that happens, check out the Astronomy CAFÉ http://www.astronomycafe.net/, the 

new website of NASA’s Spacemath Expert, Sten Odenwald. 

NASA’s E-Teachers Email List: This is a great source of useful info for educators and homeschoolers about NASA 

resources.  To Subscribe: https://mailman.rice.edu/mailman/listinfo/e-teachers. 

Planetary Society: http://planetary.org/.  This is an absolutely awesome astronomical club, originally founded by 

Carl Sagan among others.  Bill Nye the Science Guy is the organization’s current CEO.  Amazing educational 

opportunities abound including getting your name up in space, participating in a worldwide network of earth dials, 

etc. 

Melissa Jenkins 

 
Welcome and New Members! 

We’d like to welcome all of the new members and their families who have joined Gifted in Michigan during the 

months of September, October and November.  Do you know a family in SE Michigan who could benefit from our 

group?  New members can join at www.giftedinmichigan.com and/or by joining us on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/. If you have joined via Facebook only, be aware you can also 

opt for email notification of newsletter publication, and/or local events, if you so desire. To get on either of these 

two lists for notifications, please send an email to gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net.  You are also welcome to 

participate in our Michigan Gifted Family Directory, if you live within the state of Michigan.  This is a great tool you 

can use to find other families with gifted kids near you!  Updated directories are emailed to participants only, 

about once every quarter.  If you want to participate, please fill out the directory survey here: 

https://qtrial.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_b9gGu8EgK19F6WV.  You may also send updates on your family via this 

survey.  Thank you!   

First Lego League 

Our 2014 First Lego League team had a blast working on their robot game, project, robot design and core values 

portions of the FLL tournament preparation.  They attended the Bloomfield Bash official FLL qualifying tournament 

and did a great job there!  I noticed that this year’s team scored better in nearly every part of the competition than 

our last year’s team.  I am very proud of all the hard work put in by students, parents, and mentors!  The team 

built two identical robots and then used the Agile Methodology I use in my own workplace to solve robot game 

missions quickly, using a modular approach.  It often helped to have two sets of kids working on two separate 

missions at the same time!  The team used a mission design sheet contributed by one of the parents to help keep 

track of their mission progress.  Several engineer and IT parents helped out, as well as 4 mentors from Bose 

Corporation who volunteered.  The project theme for this year was “How can we help someone learn something in 

a new, innovative way?”  The team chose as their project the question: “How can we help someone with a 

disability learn how to ride a bike?”  Two of our team members, Dakota Jenkins and William Riegel-Green are both 

dealing with a disability, and both worked on learning how to ride a bike last summer with the PEAC program 

(Programs for Educating All Cyclists - http://www.bikeprogram.org/).  Our FLL team came up with invention ideas, 

sketches and prototypes to help Dakota stay on his cycle better (using specialized vest, hand and foot securements 

and supports designed by our team), and to help William switch out his pedals faster and more effectively.  A part 

of William’s learning process was to ride with and without pedals.  The team plans to get together again before 

http://spacemath.gsfc.nasa.gov/
http://www.astronomycafe.net/
https://mailman.rice.edu/mailman/listinfo/e-teachers
http://planetary.org/
http://www.giftedinmichigan.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/
https://qtrial.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_b9gGu8EgK19F6WV
http://www.bikeprogram.org/


 

next summer’s PEAC program to perfect their designs and build some workable solutions for both Dakota and 

William!  I have included some team photos in this newsletter.  To view more photos and videos, please check out 

our team facebook page! 

Articles and Resources: 

We have consolidated the articles and resources we’ve come across during the months of September, October and 
November related to raising our very unique and special children to share with you here!  Have an article to 
share?  Have you written an article on giftedness?  Share it with us at gimlinks@gmail.com or post to our Facebook 
group “Gifted In Michigan Article Sharing”! 
 

Articles: 

Pushed Out: New Study Shows Black Women are Steered Away from STEM Fields 
Why We Teach Kids to Hack in Schools 
Why Is It So Hard to Change How We Teach Math? 
A Third Grader’s Plea For More Game-Based Learning 
Losing Ourselves: How an expectation for perfection and a college-geared definition of success has prevented us 
from using high school as a time to figure out what we love and who we are 
Don’t Bother, Homework Is Pointless 
What’s the ‘Sweet Spot’ of Difficulty For Learning? 
To Break the Mold, Is Competency Learning the Key? 
3 Tips for Creating ‘Sticky Learning’ in Schools (Better Learning For Schools #24) 
9 Things Every Parent with an Anxious Child Should Try 
Closing the Gender and Minority Gap in Computer Science 
How Can Developers Make Meaningful Learning Games for Classrooms? 
Technology Revitalizes Hands-On Education in Classrooms 
Using Robotics to Teach Computer Programming 
Watch Out TED Talks: Here Comes A New Generation 
Why Nate Silver Can Save Math Education in America 
What Would a ‘Slow Education Movement’ Look Like? 
What Kids Want Out of School 
Forest Kindergartens Push Back Against Academic Focus For Young Kids 
School’s Out: Lessons from a Forest Kindergarten 
Women Say NO 
How to Kill Your Child’s Creativity 
10 Hottest Technologies in Higher Education 
Can the Film “Class Dismissed” Make Homeschooling Mainstream? 
20 Things to Remember If You Love a Person with ADD 
Why gifted education doesn’t make sense 
Why separate classes for gifted students boost all kids 
How CBS’s Scorpion May Rock the Gifted World 
Why Smart People Are Not Always Rational 
All Children Matter and Gifted Children Should Matter Too 
Me, the overly sensitive child 
Can Games Make High-Stakes Tests Obsolete? 
Treating Students as Gifted Yields Impressive Academic Results, Study Finds 
Is it Time to Redefine “Gifted and Talented?” 
American education and the IQ trap 
Is School Killing Talents? 
 

Books and Book Reviews: 
38 creative gifts for book lovers and writers 
24 Insanely Clever Gifts For Book Lovers 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SEMM-and-GIM-First-Lego-League/704105519663295
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com
http://www.forharriet.com/2014/10/pushed-out-new-study-shows-black-women.html
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/article/20141202180105-797731-why-we-teach-kids-to-hack-in-schools
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/07/why-is-it-so-hard-to-change-how-we-teach-math/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/11/a-third-graders-plea-for-more-game-based-learning/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Wr7OPT5R2M#t=97
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Wr7OPT5R2M#t=97
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2014/11/12/should-parents-help-their-children-with-homework/dont-bother-homework-is-pointless
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/03/whats-the-sweet-spot-of-difficulty-for-learning/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/04/to-break-the-mold-is-competency-learning-the-key/
http://www.remarkablechatter.org/3-tips-creating-sticky-learning-schools-better-learning-schools-24/
http://blogs.psychcentral.com/stress-better/2014/11/9-things-every-parent-with-an-anxious-child-should-try/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/02/closing-the-gender-and-minority-gap-in-computer-science/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/01/how-can-developers-make-meaningful-learning-games-for-classrooms/
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/guest-blog/2014/11/07/technology-revitalizes-hands-on-education-in-classrooms/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/28/business/using-robotics-to-teach-computer-programming.html?_r=0
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/01/watch-out-ted-talks-here-comes-a-new-generation/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2012/12/why-nate-silver-can-save-math-education-in-america/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/08/what-would-a-slow-education-movement-look-like/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/01/what-kids-want-out-of-school/
http://ww2.kqed.org/news/2014/11/14/forest-kindergarten-play-nature-based-alternative
http://vimeo.com/73469081
http://www.witi.com/articles/358/Women-Say-NO/
http://playfullearning.net/2014/06/kill-childs-creativity/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/vala-afshar/10-hottest-technologies-i_b_6089740.html
http://homeschooling.about.com/od/parents/fl/Can-the-Film-Class-Dismissed-Make-Homeschooling-Mainstream.htm
http://www.lifehack.org/articles/lifestyle/20-things-remember-you-love-person-with-add.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/on-parenting/why-gifted-education-doesnt-make-sense/2014/10/07/b2bc0b8a-4930-11e4-b72e-d60a9229cc10_story.html
http://www.indystar.com/story/news/education/2014/10/06/separate-classes-gifted-students-boost-kids/16820255/
http://bobyamtich.com/how-cbss-scorpion-may-rock-the-gifted-world/
http://www.skeptic.com/insight/why-smart-people-are-not-always-rational/?sf4763565=1
http://crushingtallpoppies.com/2014/09/15/all-children-matter-and-gifted-children-should-matter-too/?fb_action_ids=1466152973666433&fb_action_types=og.likes
http://www.salon.com/2013/10/28/me_the_overly_sensitive_child/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/05/can-games-make-high-stakes-tests-obsolete/
http://today.duke.edu/2011/03/darity.html
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/09/is-it-time-to-redefine-gifted-and-talented/
http://articles.latimes.com/2013/jul/20/opinion/la-oe-0721-kaufman-gifted-psychology-iq-20130721
http://sirkenrobinson.com/ken-robinson-do-schools-ignore-talents/
http://www.writeshop.com/blog/gifts-book-lovers-writers/
http://www.buzzfeed.com/alannaokun/insanely-clever-gifts-for-book-lovers


 

Smart Parenting for Smart Kids: Nurturing Your Child’s True Potential – First Chapter Excerpt 
10 Multicultural Children’s Books that Make Adults Cry 
What to Do When You Worry Too Much:  A Kid’s Guide to Overcoming Anxiety 
50 Books For An 11-Year-Old 
Project-Based Homeschooling: Mentoring Self-Directed Learners 
 

Learning Opportunities For Gifted Kids: 
Gifts For Kids in the Maker Shed 
Girl Empowerment: Holiday Gift Guide 
LittleBits Electronics Holiday Gifts 
S.T.E.M. Top Toys 
Fat Brain Toys 
Best Toys for Makers 
The New Home for Stanford’s EPGY 
For Frustrated Gifted Kids, A World of Online Opportunities 
Science Adventure Curriculum 
Wayne RESA Next Generation Science Standards 
10 TED talks from authors 
10 Great Games for High School 
Self-Regulation Lessons for Kids 
11 apps for coding: From beginners to masters 
How to challenge voracious young readers 
GoZen!  Relieve childhood anxiety with effective, relatable animations that speak to your child 
GoStrengths!  Social and Emotional Learning Programs for Kids, Teachers, and Parents! 
TED Ed: Sugar Brain 
The Science of Addictive Food 
TED-Ed Lesson Explains How to Measure Extreme Distances in Space Using Light Years 
This Free Video Will Teach Your Kids Important Values for Life 
7 TED Talks with life advice from smart kids 
Save up to 43% on Themed Sets 
National Academies Press offers free evolution books online 
Order a free poster on how to become president! 
Intel Edison Breakout Board Kit and Intel Edison Kit for Arduino 
Elements of Mathematics Foundations 
Pencil Code Gym 
Raising Bilingual Kids: Spanish Printables for your kids 
Infopacket: Renaissance 
Engineer Poem 
Defusable Alarm Clock Kit 
ACS offers free high school energy curriculum 
C-SPAN’s 2015 STUDENTCAM 
Semester Schools Network 
EL-Wire Starter Packs – 10 ft 
EL Tape Starter Kit 
Sugru 8 Packs 
Squishy Circuits Kit 
Ann Arbor Symphony Orchestra Youth Concerts 
 
iPad Apps: 
National Gallery of Art 
 

Learning Opportunities For Parents and Educators: 
SENG: The Ultimate Plan to Help Gifted Education (and Improve Education for All Kids in the Process) 

http://www.amazon.com/Smart-Parenting-Kids-Nurturing-Potential/dp/0470640057/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1298926822&sr=8-1
http://www.eileenkennedymoore.com/media/Excerpt-Smart-Parenting-for-Smart-Kids.pdf
http://www.incultureparent.com/2014/10/10-multicultural-childrens-books-that-make-adults-cry/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/what-to-do-when-you-worry-too-much-dawn-huebner/1100682535
http://www.abebooks.com/books/children-reading-lists-parents-teachers/50-books-children.shtml#.VERG1GdI9J8.facebook
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1475239068/ref=as_li_tf_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1475239068&linkCode=as2&tag=projectbased-20
http://newsletter.makezine.com/t/ViewEmail/r/55A5E109153D5BA92540EF23F30FEDED/D86E585CB135A74022947492D9797BBC
http://www.amightygirl.com/holiday-guide
http://link.littlebits.cc/view/5445297a3b35d0ff0f8bb3b81z6p6.nfn/b58a657a
http://www.modernparentsmessykids.com/gift-guide-2013-top-toys-for-building-stem-skills
https://www.fatbraintoys.com/index.cfm
http://www.makershed.com/collections/volume-41?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New+in+the+Maker+Shed+Make+Volume+41&utm_content=New+in+the+Maker+Shed+Make+Volume+41+CID_6694a8d7c7000248817bf297aacc342b&utm_source=email+_campaign&utm_term=Learn+More
http://www.giftedandtalented.com/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/05/for-frustrated-gifted-kids-a-world-of-online-opportunities/
http://www.educents.com/mosa-mack-science-adventure-curriculum.html?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=FBPost&utm_campaign=Facebook
http://www.resa.net/curriculum/curriculum/science/curriculum/ngss/
http://www.ted.com/playlists/194/10_talks_from_authors
https://www.graphite.org/top-picks/10-great-games-for-high-school?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_term=&utm_content=11212014&utm_campaign=reviews
http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/siegle/selfregulation/section10.html
http://www.eschoolnews.com/2014/01/17/apps-coding-education-612/
http://edexcellence.net/articles/how-to-challenge-voracious-young-readers
http://www.gozen.com/
http://www.gostrengths.com/
http://www.learningliftoff.com/ted-ed-sugar-brain/#.VH-AjzHF91Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4cpdb78pWl4
http://laughingsquid.com/ted-ed-lesson-explains-how-to-measure-extreme-distances-in-space-using-light-years/
http://www.rulesoftheroadvideo.com/05fl14r05z01.html
http://www.ted.com/playlists/177/smart_kids_life_advice_1
http://us4.campaign-archive2.com/?u=4aeba0b9116b7366453730401&id=15b9f03733&e=2f9d65aaab
http://www.examiner.com/article/national-academies-press-offers-free-evolution-books-online
http://www.examiner.com/article/order-a-free-poster-on-how-to-become-president
http://www.makershed.com/search?q=MKINT%2A&type=product&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New+in+the+Maker+Shed+Intel+Edison&utm_content=New+in+the+Maker+Shed+Intel+Edison+CID_3056fde870151d824f92a3432f9ea604&utm_source=email+_campaign&utm_term=Learn+more
http://www.elementsofmathematics.com/
http://gym.pencilcode.net/
http://ladydeelg.com/2014/09/raising-bilingual-kids-spanish-printables-kids/
http://www.kidsdiscover.com/infographics/infopacket-renaissance/
http://www.engineeringedu.com/CelestesBlog/blog/2014/09/15/engineer-poem/
http://www.makershed.com/products/defusable-alarm-clock-kit?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Featured+Watches+and+Clocks&utm_content=Featured+Watches+and+Clocks+CID_56b25a8be37bbed9ed31a95d32f1b10c&utm_source=email+_campaign&utm_term=Defusable+Clock+Kit
http://www.examiner.com/article/acs-offers-free-high-school-energy-curriculum?CID=examiner_alerts_article
http://www.studentcam.org/
http://semesterschools.net/
http://www.makershed.com/products/el-wire-starter-packs-10ft
http://www.makershed.com/products/el-tape-starter-kit?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Featured+Smart+Materials&utm_content=Featured+Smart+Materials+CID_c7d7d6c973950d6bc0cefccf7f60034d&utm_source=email+_campaign&utm_term=El+Tape+Starter+Kit
http://www.makershed.com/products/sugru-8-packs?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Featured+Smart+Materials&utm_content=Featured+Smart+Materials+CID_c7d7d6c973950d6bc0cefccf7f60034d&utm_source=email+_campaign&utm_term=Sugru
http://www.makershed.com/products/squishy-circuits-kit?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Featured+Smart+Materials&utm_content=Featured+Smart+Materials+CID_c7d7d6c973950d6bc0cefccf7f60034d&utm_source=email+_campaign&utm_term=Squishy+Circuits
http://www.a2so.com/youth-concerts
http://www.learningliftoff.com/national-gallery-of-art-app/#.VICYGjHF91Y
http://www.sengifted.org/archives/articles/the-ultimate-plan-to-help-gifted-education-and-improve-education-for-all-kids-in-the-process?utm_source=Revised+Copy+of+November+2014+SENGvine&utm_campaign=Nov+2014-Sengvine&utm_medium=email


 

Life with Intensity: It Gets Better 
Raising Emotionally and Socially Healthy Kids 
MacBook, Chromebook, iPads: Why Schools Should Think Beyond Platforms 
TED Blog: What can the American and British education systems learn from classrooms in the developing world? 
The Henry Ford Teacher’s Newsletter 
Six Ways Big Hero 6 Can Help Your Family Talk About Giftedness 
Bullies or Best Friends?  The Challenge of Interpreting Interpersonal Relationships 
SENG: The Anxious Family: What to Do When Everyone Frets 
Annie Murphy Paul: The Feeling of Learning 
Trust, respect, and attention: How not to diminish your child’s true self 
If Only I Had Known: Lessons from Gifted Adults 
Nurturing the Mind, Heart, and Body of the Gifted or Sensitive Child 
The Six Types of Gifted Child: The Angry 
7 Signs That Your Child Might Be Academically Gifted 
Harnessing Children’s Natural Ways of Learning 
The Thrill of Converting Math-Haters Into Appreciators Through Inquiry 
How the Power of Interest Drives Learning 
5 Essential Insights About Mobile Learning 
How to Spot a Gifted Student 
10 Social & Emotional Needs of the Gifted 
Anxiety Reduction 
 

For Teens: 
The Three Most Important Questions You Can Ask Your Teenager 
 

Scholarships and Competitions: 
Edison Invention Challenge 
45 of the Weirdest College Scholarships 
President’s Environmental Youth Award 
 

Upcoming Conferences: 

Queensland Association for GT Children, National Conference, Brisbane, Australia, March 19-21
st

, 2015 

 

Blogs and Newsletters of Interest: 
Watch Out for Gifted People 
A 2E Fox Revived 
Adventures in Our Life 
 

Member’s Writings: 
Rochester SAGE – Thanks Joshua! 
Updates on the Gifted Front 
quarksandquirks.wordpress.com  - Thanks Sarah! 
findingmygrounduu.wordpress.com 
aspergersathome.com   
The Magic Pencil by Karen E. Dabney: A source of discovery for African American kids who don't know they are 
gifted, and a tool for promoting literacy among the disadvantaged!  Facebook 
By the same author… 

The Magic Pencil Curriculum Guide 
The Magic Pencil Black Language Glossary 
I am a YoungStar and I Love Me Some ME! 
StarLeader Guidebook! 

http://lifewithintensity.blogspot.com/2014/11/it-gets-better.html
http://www.thegreatcourses.com/Kids
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/01/macbook-chromebook-ipads-moving-beyond-platforms/
http://blog.ted.com/2014/08/14/what-can-the-american-and-british-education-systems-learn-from-classrooms-in-the-developing-world/
http://view.s4.exacttarget.com/?j=febd1d79716d047e&m=fe8f1570706702747d&ls=fe2c13757165027e751776&l=fefd1670736c06&s=fe8b10777c60017877&jb=ffcc17&ju=fe551774726703757112&r=0
http://bobyamtich.com/six-ways-big-hero-6-can-help-your-family-talk-about-giftedness/?fb_ref=Default&fb_source=message
http://freespiritpublishingblog.com/2014/10/17/guest-post-bullies-or-best-friends-the-challenge-of-interpreting-interpersonal-relationships/
http://www.sengifted.org/shop/the-anxious-family
http://anniemurphypaul.com/2014/09/the-feeling-of-learning/
http://project-based-homeschooling.com/camp-creek-blog/trust-respect-and-attention-how-not-diminish-your-child-s-true-self
https://tip.duke.edu/node/919?utm_content=buffer87d05&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://glad.is/article/do-you-have-a-spiritually-sensitive-child/
http://jadeannrivera.com/the-six-types-of-gifted-child-the-angry/
http://www.bellybelly.com.au/child/signs-your-child-might-be-gifted#.VIDSNTHF91Y
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/10/harnessing-childrens-natural-ways-of-learning/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/10/the-thrill-of-converting-math-haters-into-appreciators-through-inquiry/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/11/how-the-power-of-interest-drives-learning/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/07/5-essential-insights-about-mobile-learning/
http://www.teachersfirst.com/gifted_spot.cfm#.VBaA_YJZqfs.twitter
http://www.byrdseed.com/10-facts-about-social-emotional-needs-of-the-gifted/
http://www.byrdseed.tv/category/category/anxiety-reduction-tools/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-mulligan/the-three-most-important-questions-you-can-ask-your-teenager_b_6173822.html?fb_action_ids=10205685543837638&fb_action_types=og.likes
http://edisoninventionchallenge.org/main/
http://www.collegexpress.com/lists/list/45-of-the-weirdest-college-scholarships/1000/
http://www2.epa.gov/education/presidents-environmental-youth-award
http://www.qagtcconference.com.au/
http://watchoutforgiftedpeople.blogspot.com/
http://watchoutforgiftedpeople.blogspot.com/
http://a2efoxrevived.blogspot.com/
http://www.beringseaadventures.blogspot.com/
http://rochestersage.org/
http://rochestersage.org/2012/07/31/updates-on-the-gifted-front/
http://quarksandquirks.wordpress.com/
http://findingmygrounduu.wordpress.com/
http://aspergersathome.com/
http://www.dabs-and-company.com/about-the-magic-pencil
http://www.facebook.com/#!/alem1155
http://www.amazon.com/Magic-Pencil-Curriculum-Guide-ebook/dp/B008ECOPG6/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1351387104&sr=1-1&keywords=Magic+Pencil+curriculum+guide
http://www.amazon.com/Black-Language-Glossary-Pencil-ebook/dp/B009NAEQ94/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1349825369&sr=1-1&keywords=Black+Language+Glossary+for+The+Magic+Pencil%2C+Volume+3
http://www.amazon.com/YoungStar-Love-Magic-Pencil-ebook/dp/B00BGJ9RUI/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1370461918&sr=8-1&keywords=I+am+a+youngstar
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1492213462/ref=tsm_1_fb_lk


 

Unhappiness Is… 
Sift the Gift:  Sift the Gift in Everyone! 
WeAreGifted2: Blog for advocates of culturally diverse gifted learners produced by Dr. Joy Lawson Davis 
Bright, Talented, & Black: A Guide for Families of African American Gifted Learners by Dr. Joy Lawson Davis 

 

Local Homeschool Groups of Interest to Gifted Families: 
Chessology 
Diverse Homeschool of Genesee County 

Enrichment Hub 

Homeschool Connections 

Knickerbocker Homeschool Events 

Michigan Gifted Homeschool Group 

Oakland Homeschool Music, Inc. 

Open Homeschool Group 

Reach 
Renaissance Homeschool Group 
SE Michigan Well Trained Mind 
Totus Tuus Homeschool Enrichment Program 
United Learning Academy 
Yarah Educational Services 

 

Gifted Virtual Schools 
Athena’s Advanced Academy 
All Gifted Online High School 
e-gifted 
Gifted Homeschoolers Forum Online Classes 
Laurel Springs Gifted & Talented Academy 
OnlineG3: Humanities Courses for Gifted Students  
SIG Beyond Online Learning Program 
 

Gifted Summer/Residential Programs 
Robinson Center for Young Scholars, Washington 
Summer Institute for the Gifted, Various States 
 

Links to Other Gifted Support Groups: 
Local: 
Bay City Association for the Academically Talented 
Farmington Together for Accelerated Learners 
GT Resource Network, Grand Rapids 
Michigan Association for Gifted Children 
Rochester SAGE (Supporting Advanced & Gifted Education) 
Southeast Michigan Mensa 
Supporting Gifted Learners, Adrian 
 

Other: 
American Mensa 
Association for the Education of Gifted Underachieving Students 
The Association for the Gifted 
Cogito.org 
The Council for Exceptional Children 

http://www.amazon.com/Unhappiness-Everyday-Situations-Serious-ebook/dp/B00D74U4MK/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1370462152&sr=1-1&keywords=Unhappiness+Is
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sift-the-Gift-in-Everyone/267260490050091?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://wearegifted2.blogspot.com/
http://www.greatpotentialpress.com/bright-talented-and-black
http://www.chessology.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/diverse_homeschool/
http://www.enrichment-hub.blogspot.com/
http://www.mihomeschoolconnections.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/243467235703532/
http://migiftedhomeschool.proboards.com/
http://www.ohmimusic.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/ohgelementary/info
http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/reachoakland/info
http://renaissancehomeschool.org/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SEMI-WTM/
http://totustuushomeschoolenrichment.webs.com/
http://unitedlearningacademy.com/
http://www.yarahhomeschool.org/
http://www.athenasacademy.com/mod/page/view.php?id=2244
http://www.all-gifted.com/allgiftedhighschool.html
http://www.egifted.org/
http://giftedhomeschoolers.org/ghf-online/
http://laurelsprings.com/high-school/gifted-talented/
http://www.onlineg3.com/
http://www.giftedstudy.org/beyond/online/
https://robinsoncenter.uw.edu/
http://www.giftedstudy.org/
http://www.bcpsgifted.com/pages/parent-support/bcaat.php
http://farmingtontal.wordpress.com/about-tal/
http://gtresourcenetwork.org/
http://migiftedchild.org/
http://rochestersage.org/
http://mensadetroit.com/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingGiftedLearners
http://www.us.mensa.org/
http://www.aegus1.org/about.html
http://www.cectag.org/
https://cogito.cty.jhu.edu/about-us/
http://www.cec.sped.org/


 

The Davidson Institute for Talent Development 
Davidson Institute Educators Guild 
Gifted Homeschoolers Forum 
The Hollingworth Center for Highly Gifted Children 
National Association for Gifted Children 
National Society for the Gifted & Talented 
Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted 
 

Gifted Social Networking Groups: 

Facebook: 
American Mensa - BrightKids 
Bright Children 
Davidson Institute – Educators Guild 
EPGSIG-Mensa Exceptionally & Profoundly Gifted SIG 
Gifted In Michigan 
Gifted In Michigan Article Sharing 
Gifted “Underachievers” 
The Global Center for Gifted and Talented Children 
The Highly Profoundly Gifted Group 
Homeschool/Online Schooling with Gifted Students 
International Gifted Education 
Let it Flow Book 
Mermaids and Mermen Gifted 
Moms of Gifted Kids 
Quotes for the Gifted Adult 
SAVE GIFTED and TALENTED Individuals 
SEMM (Southeast Michigan Mensa) 
Sift the Gift 
Southeast Michigan Homeschoolers 
Your Gifted Talented Child 

 
Resources shared by Mensa: 
 
Insights into Gifted Youth 
New Slideshow About Mensa Benefits for Gifted Youth 
FAQs about YMembership In Mensa 
Find out the many benefits of Mensa membership for children! 
 
Mensa for kids 
Lots of educational resources for gifted kids. 
 
Mensa for kids: Bright Newsletter: 
Bright is the brightest monthly newsletter for smart kids!  Although this newsletter is available courtesy of Mensa 
for Kids and the Mensa Education & Research Foundation, Non-Mensa members are welcome to subscribe!  
 
Mensa for Kids: Reading in Excellence Award Program 
If your child finishes all the books on the list at his/her reading level he/she gets a certificate of accomplishment 
and wins a Mensa For Kids T-Shirt!  Mensa membership not required. 
 
Mensa for Kids: Games/Puzzles 
Online games and puzzles for gifted kids! 
 

http://www.davidsongifted.org/
http://www.davidsongifted.org/edguild/
http://giftedhomeschoolers.org/
http://www.hollingworth.org/
http://www.nagc.org/
http://www.nsgt.org/
http://www.sengifted.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MensaBrightKids/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bright-Children/119797201554487
https://www.facebook.com/groups/davidsoneducatorsguild/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/EPGSIG/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/giftedinmichigan/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/275309382568846/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedunderachievers/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Global-Center-for-Gifted-and-Talented-Children/298181426901453
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=gm.659992457360661&type=1#!/groups/203959422963969/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedhomeonlineschool/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/268592359853512/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/LET-It-Flow-book/374189815971163
https://www.facebook.com/mermaidsandmermengifted
https://www.facebook.com/groups/217894068300462/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=gm.659992457360661&type=1#!/QuotesForTheGiftedAdult?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/346968502736/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/245037878891195/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sift-the-Gift-in-Everyone/267260490050091?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/514037492010264/permalink/550593891687957/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/#!/yourgiftedtalentedchild
http://us.mensa.org/learn/gifted-youth/insights-into-gifted-youth/
http://www.slideshare.net/lisavangemert/american-mensa-gy-programs-and-benefits
http://giftedinmichigan.wordpress.com/links-and-references/faqs-about-ymembership-in-mensa/
http://www.mensaforkids.org/?gclid=COew7dCFy7cCFYc7MgodByMAnA
http://www.mensaforkids.org/school_template.cfm?showPage=school_default.cfm
http://mensaforkids.org/school_template.cfm?showPage=school_readeraward.cfm
http://www.mensaforkids.org/play_template.cfm


 

Mensa Pinterest 
 
News & Notes: December 2014 
  
Happenings & Celebrations: 
  
6th: Saint Nicholas Day 
7th: Letter Writing Day 
21st: Winter Solstice  
31st: New Year’s Eve 
  
Resources: 
  
Saint Nicholas Day: In many countries in Europe it’s customary for children to leave their shoes out on the night of 
December 5th so that when they wake up on Saint Nicholas Day on December 6th they will have treats or small 
gifts left by Saint Nicholas.  You can read more about the real Saint Nicholas here bit.ly/stnickday and make a 
paper shoe to leave out in the hope of treats with this pattern bit.ly/paper-shoe. 
  
Letter Writing Day: In addition to the obvious (write someone a letter), celebrate Letter Writing Day by reading a 
book with letters.  For younger readers: The Jolly Postman; Click, Clack, Moo Cows that Typ; Dear Mrs. LaRue; and 
Dear Mr. Henshaw.  More mature readers (teens) may enjoy The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky 
and The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie. 
  
Winter Solstice: Mensa’s Youth & Education Ambassador shares how to celebrate the Solstice here 
bit.ly/solsticefun. 
  
New Year’s Eve: There are some great ideas for celebrating New Year’s with kids at bit.ly/newyears-kids and 
bit.ly/newyear-kids. 
  
Triviality: 
December has a number of traditional birthstones. If you’re born in this month, you can pick your favorite from 
turquoise, blue topaz, tanzanite, zircon, lapis, onyx, ruby, or chrysoprase. 
  
It’s Your Birthday! 
If you were born in December, you share your birthday month with 
Martin Van Buren, the 8th President of the United States and Walt Disney (5th), poet John Milton (9th), poet Emily 
Dickinson and John Dewey, creator of the Dewey Decimal System (10th), Mary Todd Lincoln (13th), anthropologist 
Margaret Mead and Beethoven (16th), Sir Isaac Newton and Clara Barton (25th),  Presidents Woodrow Wilson 
(28th president and born on the 28th) and Andrew Johnson (17th president born on the 29th), author Rudyard 
Kipling (30th) and painter Henri Matisse (31st). 
  
Benefit Highlight: 
Do you like TED talks?  Have you ever heard of them? If not, you’re in for a treat, and we’ve got something to add 
to it.  TED Connections take interesting TED talks and add questions you can dig your teeth into and extension 
activities to help you discover even more.  You can find them at http://mensaforkids.org/tedconnections.    
 
Lisa Van Gemert  
Youth & Education Ambassador |mensafoundation.org  
lisav@americanmensa.org | 817.607.5578  
get resources: pinterest.com/brightkids |explore: mensaforkids.org 
 

http://www.pinterest.com/brightkids/
bit.ly/stnickday
bit.ly/paper-shoe
bit.ly/solsticefun
bit.ly/newyears-kids
bit.ly/newyear-kids
http://mensaforkids.org/tedconnections
mensafoundation.org
lisav@americanmensa.org
pinterest.com/brightkids
mensaforkids.org


 

September 2014 Gifted in Michigan Upcoming Events: 
Noel Night in Midtown Detroit 
Saturday, December 6th, 2014, 5:00 PM, Detroit, MI 
Hands-On Museum Hands-On Holidays 
Monday, December 29th, 2014, 10:00 AM, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
First Lego League Pictures!! 
 
Team Photo (Includes coaches Melissa Jenkins and Will Robinson,  
plus 4 mentors from Bose, 3 kids not present) 

 
 
Our Team Works on the Robot Game 

 

http://www.evite.com/event/01D5TUQNX74KGYMLYEPEMIPY7ZFHC4?gid=01D5TUQNX74KGYZBWEPEMIPY734CY4
http://www.evite.com/event/01D5UMWHNAOIBQ74OEPEMIQZGZBWNA?gid=01D5UMWHNAOIBQTJGEPEMIQZHIBGRQ


 

 
Our Robot Programmers  Hard At Work 

 
 
Our Team Prepares Our Project Presentation 

 

 
Gifted In Michigan Volunteer Staff 
Melissa N. Jenkins      Leader 
Amy L. Simko              Stanford EPGY Coordinator 
Karen E. Dabney        Gifted Inclusion Leader 

 

Visit us on the web: www.giftedinmichigan.com 
Find us on Facebook: “Gifted In Michigan” and “Gifted In Michigan Article Sharing” 

Gifted In Michigan Email: gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net 
Participate in the Michigan Gifted Family Directory: https://qtrial.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_b9gGu8EgK19F6WV 

Send your articles, links, blogs and newsletter suggestions to: gimlinks@gmail.com  
or post to our Facebook “Gifted In Michigan Article Sharing” group 

Opt out by sending an email to: gimlinks@gmail.com 

http://www.giftedinmichigan.com/
mailto:gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net
https://qtrial.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_b9gGu8EgK19F6WV
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com

