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The most damaging phrase in the language is: 'It's always been done that way.'  
-- Rear Admiral Grace Hopper 

 

Gifted in Michigan Newsletter and Resources 
 
Happy February everyone!  Brief apologies here for the lack of an “other events” section in the newsletter this 

month.  My co-leader, Adanna Smith, had to bow out suddenly near the end of the month due to other important 

obligations, and that affected publication content and timing.  Don’t worry, the “other events” will be back next 

month! 

SPECIAL CONCERNS FOR GIFTED GIRLS 

How is giftedness a challenge for girls?  I think I need to start by saying the very existence of giftedness is contrary 

to society’s definition of the girl/woman.  Girls are dumb, right?  Or so they are told by the general media, movies, 

TV, commercials, etc., etc.  If you ever see a genius in a movie or any form of media, it is generally a boy.  That is 

slowly changing.  A few, very few girl geniuses are showing up in stories, but they are still extremely rare. 

Common belief says that boys are better at analytical tasks such as math and science.  Girls can’t do that stuff, 

right?  They are busy choosing clothes, makeup, decorating, cooking.  They are better at language tasks like writing 

and right brain stuff such as painting and sewing, etc., right? 

The truth is both girls and boys can do great at right and left brain stuff.  Your Mensa daughter could grow up to be 

a fantastic theoretical physicist.  Or, she could revolutionize the field of architecture or media art.  Girls can be 

geniuses too.   

What is standing in the way of the typical girl genius’ success?   Self-esteem can be a definite factor.  Just look at all 

the negative media messages girls typically get.   It could make the gifted girl feel downright like a contradiction.  

How can she be both a girl and gifted in today’s society? 

The answer starts in how you, as her parents, treat her at home.  Don’t repeat those negative media messages.  

Counter them with messages of your own, reinforcing your belief that your daughter can accomplish as much and 
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as well as any boy.  Expose your daughter to many different interests.  Don’t censure based on boy/girl 

stereotypical interests and abilities. 

Enrichment activities you choose can also play a major factor in helping boost your daughter’s self-esteem!   

Encourage your daughter to explore all subjects of interest to her including math, science and computer 

programming.  Very few woman programmers are graduating in the field of computer science and entering jobs 

there.   Don’t neglect the arts, music, and literature either.  Make sure your daughter knows you have faith in her 

abilities in any of these areas she chooses. 

Check out rocket camps and science museums as well as space exploration, math pentathlon or other math clubs, 

chess, music lessons, art museums, zoos, etc. to help your daughter pique her curiosity in all these areas.  If you 

have sons also, don’t steer them to technical activities without also giving your daughter an opportunity at them.  

Sons are often referred to as crack coders (computer science whizzes), math geniuses, science whizzes, etc.  But 

daughters seldom are.  Don’t be afraid to brag that your daughter can do calculus or knows more about your 

computer than anyone else in your household.  These type of messages also help improve a girl’s self-esteem. 

Encourage your daughter to try entrepreneurship if she is interested.  This is great for developing leadership skills 

and another way to encourage self-esteem growth.  Invention is another great area for exploration.  Check out 

Susan Casey’s book on Kids Inventing: http://www.susancaseybooks.com/kids_invent.html. 

Girls seem to be especially vulnerable to problems in the pre-teen to teen years when many of their peers favor 

music, makeup and boys and may discourage other girls from showing intellectual potential.  It may be especially 

hard for girls at this time when peer acceptance is so important and they may feel unable to show their potential 

or even to accept it. 1  

Finding programs for teen girls which encourage intellectual achievement and expose gifted girls to more of their 

gifted peers may be a great answer here.  Gifted summer camp programs such as those offered at the Center for 

Talent Development at Northwestern University http://www.ctd.northwestern.edu/ can be very helpful in 

encouraging girls to both show their talents and share with peers who better understand them.  And the CTD 

recognizes kids for high test scores, something teen girls could really use:  more positive recognition for their 

academic skills! 

Younger girls can benefit from some of the better cartoon resources out there such as Word Girl on PBS kids and 

Dora the Explorer on Nickelodeon. 

Don’t forget to talk with your girls about the negative media messages they may experience on a daily basis.   Start 

this talk early, while they are still young.  The more aware girls are of the effects of the media on their self-image, 

the better they will be able to counteract these effects and develop a more secure and more accurate self-image.  

Girls should know that the typical girl “star” is not typical in real life, and should not be idolized as the ideal.  Teach 

them about girls who have grown up to be women successful in fields men typically dominate.   Lots of great books 

can be found on Amazon by searching on “woman scientists” for example. 

Most of all, listen to your girls.  Find out what makes them tick and what they most enjoy.  Encourage them to 

pursue their interests regardless of negative stereotypes typically encountered when girls pursue non-typical 

fields. 

1 – Emotional Intensity in Gifted Students, by Christine Fonseca 

Melissa Jenkins 
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Welcome and New Members! 
We’d like to welcome all of the new members and their families who have joined Gifted in Michigan during the 
month of January.  Do you know a family in SE Michigan who could benefit from our group?  New members can 
join at www.giftedinmichigan.com and/or by joining us on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/. If you have joined via Facebook only, be aware you can also 
opt for email notification of tips, newsletter publication, and/or local events, if you so desire. To get on any of 
these three lists for notifications, please send an email to gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net. Thank you! 
 

Articles and Resources: 
We have consolidated the articles and resources we’ve come across during the month of January related to raising 
our very unique and special children to share with you here!  Have an article to share?  Have you written an article 
on giftedness?  Share it with us at gimlinks@gmail.com or post to our Facebook group “Gifted In Michigan Article 
Sharing”! 
 

Articles: 
Gifted Development Center:  Articles on Gifted Girls 

Cancer, Innovation and a Boy Named Jack 

Brains on Fire: The Multinodality of Gifted Thinkers 

Do Gifted Kids Want To Be Zuckerberg Rather Than Einstein? 

Passion – The Core of the Gifted 

When It’s Time to Cut Your Gifted Child Some Slack 

Robofest 2014 Novatechrobo 

SENG: Embracing Diversity in the Gifted 

Brain Tricks: This is How Your Brain Works 

Meeting the Complex Needs of Gifted Children with Dr. Jim Delisle at Emerson School Jan 29, 2013 

Aunt Annie’s Childcare: 15 Tips for Toy-Free Play 

Kid President: I think we all need a pep talk on TED TV 

The Boys at the Back 

Bright, Talented and Black in the East Harlem Journal 

A tough critique of Common Core on early childhood education 

Gifted Kids and School: The Best Approach to Educating Einstein 

Montgomery County will offer ‘compacted’ classes for advanced math students 

Hickory Elementary gifted and talented program receives state honor 

What makes gifted kids tick? 

Advice for New Gifted Education Specialists 

Gifted Students Have Special Needs Too 

Skilled immigration reform and STEM education advocates get spotlight in inaugural address 

Share your story of the value of programs and services for gifted and talented education… 

Quick Resources for Busy School Administrators: Engagement with Gifted Education 

Why You Truly Never Leave High School 

Gifted Is 

 

Books and Book Reviews: 
Great Books for Gifted Students 

Giftedness 101 by Linda Silverman 

 

http://www.giftedinmichigan.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com
http://gifteddevelopment.com/Articles/gifted_females/giftedfemales_index.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/johnnosta/2013/02/01/cancer-innovation-and-a-boy-named-jack/
http://education.jhu.edu/PD/newhorizons/Neurosciences/articles/Brains%20on%20Fire/index.html
http://www.creativitypost.com/education/do_gifted_kids_want_to_be_zuckerberg_rather_than_einstein
http://christinefonseca.wordpress.com/2013/02/04/passion-the-core-of-the-gifted/
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/gifted-ed-guru/201302/when-its-time-cut-your-gifted-child-some-slack
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwQmfbNutWI&feature=youtu.be
http://www.sengifted.org/2013-diversity-series
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=JiTz2i4VHFw
https://www.youtube.com/EmersonSchoolNews
http://auntannieschildcare.blogspot.com/2013/02/15-tips-for-toy-free-play.html?spref=fb
http://www.ted.com/talks/kid_president_i_think_we_all_need_a_pep_talk.html
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/02/the-boys-at-the-back/
http://www.eastharlemjournal.com/bright-talented-black/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/01/29/a-tough-critique-of-common-core-on-early-childhood-education/
http://www.metroparent.com/Metro-Parent/February-2013/Gifted-Kids-and-School-The-Best-Approach-to-Educating-Einstein/index.php?cparticle=2&siarticle=1#artanc
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/montgomery-county-will-offer-compacted-classes-for-advanced-math-students/2013/01/08/2304ad80-59d1-11e2-9fa9-5fbdc9530eb9_story.html
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/harford/belair/ph-ag-hickory-es-gets-honor-0118-20130117,0,2205876.story
http://www.chicagonow.com/gifted-matters/2013/01/what-makes-gifted-kids-tick/
http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/unwrapping_the_gifted/2013/01/advice_for_new_gifted_educatio.html
http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/unwrapping_the_gifted/2013/01/advice_for_new_gifted_educatio.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/innovations/post/skilled-immigration-reform-and-stem-education-advocates-get-spotlight-in-inaugural-address/2013/01/22/5e9b3fc2-64d4-11e2-85f5-a8a9228e55e7_blog.html
http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1101488472852-263/budget-book-submission%202014.pdf
http://www.multibriefs.com/briefs/nagc/busy2.pdf
http://nymag.com/news/features/high-school-2013-1/
http://laughingatchaos.com/2013/01/13/gifted-is/
http://www.greatbooks.org/programs-for-all-ages/junior/research-effectiveness/common-core-state-standards-for-english-language-arts/
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/13799000-giftedness-101


 

Learning Opportunities: 
Apps for Students with LD: Organization & Study 

Storybird – Artful Storytelling 

Free Online Certificate Courses & MOOCs from Great Universities: A Complete List 

Free Download: Leadership Curriculum for High Ability Students 

Odyssey of the Mind 

Archaeology Adventures for School Groups, Crow Canyon Archaeological Center 

Acadia Institute of Oceanography Marine Science Camps 

Robinson Center – K-8
th

 Grade Classes 

Project SMART – University of New Hampshire 

P.A. Publishing: Gifted Education Seminar: National Edition 

The Wisconsin Center for Academically Talented Youth, part of the School of Education at the U of Wisconsin 

AT&T Student Internships, including to AT&T Labs 

Why American Students Are Trailing in Computer Science 

Townhall: STEM Connector 

The Living Lab Research Project:  Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum 

 

Member’s Writings: 
Rochester SAGE – Thanks Joshua! 

Updates on the Gifted Front 

quarksandquirks.wordpress.com  - Thanks Sarah! 

findingmygrounduu.wordpress.com 

aspergersathome.com   

The Magic Pencil: A source of discovery for African American kids who don't know they are gifted, and a tool for 

promoting literacy among the disadvantaged!  Facebook 

The Magic Pencil Curriculum Guide 

The Magic Pencil Black Language Glossary 

Sift the Gift:  Sift the Gift in Everyone! 

WeAreGifted2: Blog for advocates of culturally diverse gifted learners produced by Dr. Joy Lawson Davis 

   

Links to Other Gifted Support Groups: 

American Mensa 
Bay City Association for the Academically Talented 
Farmington Together for Accelerated Learners 
Gifted In Wisconsin 
GT Resource Network, Grand Rapids 
Michigan Association for Gifted Children 
Rochester SAGE (Supporting Advanced & Gifted Education) 
Southeast Michigan Mensa 
Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted 
Supporting Gifted Learners, Adrian 
 

Resources shared by Mensa: 
Mensa for kids: Bright Newsletter: 
Bright is the brightest monthly newsletter for smart kids!  Although this newsletter is available courtesy of Mensa 
for Kids and the Mensa Education & Research Foundation, Non-Mensa members are welcome to subscribe!  
 

http://www.ncld.org/students-disabilities/assistive-technology-education/apps-students-ld-organization-study
http://storybird.com/
http://www.openculture.com/free_certificate_courses
http://us2.campaign-archive1.com/?u=0cfd8f64b5e6f21868fc59e37&id=fb7177c422&e=0205cab362
http://www.odysseyofthemind.com/
http://www.crowcanyon.org/Archaeology_Adventures/School_Groups.asp
http://www.acadiainstitute.com/
http://depts.washington.edu/cscy/
http://www.smart.unh.edu/
http://www.professionalassociatespublishing.com/Merchant2/merchant.mvc?Screen=PROD&Store_Code=PAP&Product_Code=PA-01&Category_Code=NE
http://wcatyeop.wcatyweb.org/
http://att.jobs/student-program/search
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/kiki-prottsman/computer-science-education_b_2386421.html
http://stemconnector.org/townhall
http://www.aahom.org/experience/events/living-lab-research-project
http://rochestersage.org/
http://rochestersage.org/2012/07/31/updates-on-the-gifted-front/
http://quarksandquirks.wordpress.com/
http://findingmygrounduu.wordpress.com/
http://aspergersathome.com/
http://www.dabs-and-company.com/about-the-magic-pencil
http://www.facebook.com/#%21/alem1155
http://www.amazon.com/Magic-Pencil-Curriculum-Guide-ebook/dp/B008ECOPG6/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1351387104&sr=1-1&keywords=Magic+Pencil+curriculum+guide
http://www.amazon.com/Black-Language-Glossary-Pencil-ebook/dp/B009NAEQ94/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1349825369&sr=1-1&keywords=Black+Language+Glossary+for+The+Magic+Pencil%2C+Volume+3
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sift-the-Gift-in-Everyone/267260490050091?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://wearegifted2.blogspot.com/
http://www.us.mensa.org/
http://www.bcpsgifted.com/pages/parent-support/bcaat.php
http://farmingtontal.wordpress.com/about-tal/
http://giftedinwisconsin.com/
http://gtresourcenetwork.org/
http://migiftedchild.org/
http://rochestersage.org/
http://mensadetroit.com/
http://www.sengifted.org/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingGiftedLearners
http://www.mensaforkids.org/school_template.cfm?showPage=school_default.cfm


 

FAQs about YMembership In Mensa 
Find out the many benefits of Mensa membership for children! 

 
Mensa for Kids Reading in Excellence Award Program 
If your child finishes all the books on the list at his/her reading level he/she gets a certificate of accomplishment 
and wins a Mensa For Kids T-Shirt!  Mensa membership not required. 
 

Cranbrook Institute of Science Young Scientists Program: 
The Young Scientists program is an inquiry-based experience for children ages 3-7 meeting every Thursday and is 
an excellent science opportunity for homeschooling families.  A new topic each week offers hands-on science 
experiences for ages 3 and 4 at 10am, and Kindergarten and First Graders at 4:15pm.  Upcoming topics include 
physics, camouflage, and maple.  Each session is $10 for institute members and $13 for non-members.  Non-
participating siblings and adults are free.  For more information, contact Cranbrook Institute of Science at: 
http://science.cranbrook.edu/. 

 
February 2013 Gifted in Michigan Upcoming Events: 
Join us for some fun and enrichment during our exciting February events.  
 

University of Michigan Museum of Natural History 

Sunday, February 10th, 2013, 1:00PM, Ann Arbor, MI 

Family Nature Club: Search for Winter Insects 

Saturday, February 16th, 2013, 1:00PM, Harrison Twp, MI 

Tinker. Hack. Invent. Saturdays at the Henry Ford Museum 

Saturday, February 23rd, 2013, 10:00AM, Dearborn, MI 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Gifted In Michigan Volunteer Staff 
Melissa N. Jenkins      Leader 
Amy L. Simko              Stanford EPGY Coordinator 
Karen E. Dabney        Gifted Inclusion Leader 

 

 

Visit us on the web: www.giftedinmichigan.com 

Find us on Facebook: “Gifted In Michigan” and “Gifted In Michigan Article Sharing” 

Gifted In Michigan Email: gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net 

Send your articles, links, blogs and newsletter suggestions to: gimlinks@gmail.com  

or post to our Facebook “Gifted In Michigan Article Sharing” group 

Opt out by sending an email to: gimlinks@gmail.com 

 

http://giftedinmichigan.wordpress.com/links-and-references/faqs-about-ymembership-in-mensa/
http://mensaforkids.org/school_template.cfm?showPage=school_readeraward.cfm
http://new.evite.com/#view_invite:eid=01D5AAPMT7NZ5QB5EEPCJ375XC3PZY&gid=01D5MDVWTUTCHIT4AEPCJ376HD7MPQ
http://new.evite.com/#view_invite:eid=01D5AAQZXGK5ZYYQCEPCJ4DX3AL53I&gid=01D5AAPMT7N2NE3UEEPCJ4DYMXPHPQ
http://new.evite.com/#view_invite:eid=01D5MDVWTUTCHIT4CEPCJ4COI4SNAY&gid=01D5MDVWTUTCHIT4CEPCJ4CO2QEUUY
http://www.giftedinmichigan.com/
mailto:gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com

