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Gifted in Michigan Newsletter and Resources 
Welcome to our first monthly newsletter!  Melissa and I have been busy behind the scenes working on building relationships with other entities 

who also work with gifted children, planning future activities for our members, providing support for EPGY users, providing support to parents 

of gifted children and looking to the future of the group.  We have some educational special interest groups we hope to plan in the future!  In 
addition to the Inventor/Maker Club that Melissa leads, we hope to add some Lego fun in the springtime and perhaps some others as well.  Is 

there a special interest group you’d like to see?  Share it with us at gimlinks@gmail.com.   

 
As some of you may have read, Melissa is the new Gifted Children’s Coordinator for SE MI Mensa!  I have the pleasure of sharing the role with 

her as the assistant!  We are excited about the kid specific focus we plan to bring to Mensa events!  As Melissa already mentioned, these new 

roles will not change Gifted in Michigan.  Gifted in Michigan will remain a welcome place for all parents of gifted children and all gifted children 
to come together to share enrichment opportunities, support discussions and resources related to raising a gifted child or growing up gifted!   

 

Welcome! 
We’d like to welcome all of the new members and their families who have joined Gifted in Michigan during the month of February.  Our group 
continues to grow and we are excited to add new members each week!  We started this group last spring and are now 130 members strong!  Do 

you know a family who is in SE Michigan who could benefit from our group?  New members can join at www.giftedinmichigan.com and/or by 

joining us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/. 
 

Inventor/Maker Club Update (Melissa Jenkins) : 
Sorry for the tardiness of this club update!  It took me a little longer than I expected to set up the second and third “How to Get Started Inventing” 

meetings.  We do now have the dates set!  The first meeting will be at the Farmington Main Public Library in Farmington Hills on Saturday, 

March 10th at 10:30 AM.  The second meeting will be at the Mt. Elliott Makerspace in Detroit on March 24th, tentatively at 2:00 PM.  See the 
corresponding evite links below!  If your child is interested in learning how to make his/her own invention(s), please consider attending one of 

these meetings (The content will be the same at each)!  It will be helpful if your child can read “Kids Inventing: A Handbook for Young 

Inventors” prior to the meeting if possible, but not required!  I know many of you already have your copy.  If you need a copy, please feel free to 
obtain one yourself, or send an email to gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net asking to be added to the list for the  next group order!  The Farmington 

Main library will have a few copies available for checkout.  If you can, bring a looseleaf notebook to the meeting.  This will be your child’s 

invention journal, and we will be talking about how an invention journal can be used to work on and document an invention! 
 

The Mt. Elliott Makerspace will be inviting local East Detroit youth to attend our Mt. Elliott meeting.  Many of these youth will be in need of a 

copy of the “Kid’s Inventing” book, but will not be able to afford it.  Would you or your child  like to donate a book to a youth from Detroit?  The 
cost is $10.85.  This is your chance to help a child in need learn about inventing!  Please email gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net if you are interested.  

Thanks!! 

 
Once these “How To” meetings are complete, our club’s focus will be on working to create actual inventions.  We will have one meeting each 

month.  Some of our initial meetings will involve visiting local makerspaces to see what community resources are available to help our children 

work on their inventions!  April’s Inventor/Maker Club meeting will be a tour of Makerworks in Ann Arbor!  That tour is scheduled for Saturday, 
April 14th at noon.  Hope to see you there!  Happy Inventing! 

 

Articles and Resources: 
We have consolidated the articles and resources we’ve come across during the month of February related to raising our very unique and special 

children to share with you here!  Have an article to share?  Have you written an article on giftedness?  Share it with us at gimlink@gmail.com! 
 

Articles: 
Education Law 

Diagnosis Gifted: Pg. 65 – 67.  

Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum Opens ‘Engineers on a Roll’ 
Remembering John Glenn’s Historic Space Flight 

You Know You’re the Parent of a Gifted Child When… 

Are We Raising a Generation of Helpless Kids? 
Surgical Technique at age 14 

10-Year-Old Girl Discovers New Molecule In Science Class 

California boy genius' book reveals life in college at age 8 
Stephen Wiltshire: The Human Camera 

Would You Hire Your Own Kid? 

The Boy who Played with Fusion 
AES Students Make Splash, Help Dolphin 

10 Things You Can do to Help a Family Affected by Autism 

7 Steps to Manage Yourself When Your Child Melts Down 
A plethora of articles of interest related to giftedness 

Gifted Education Press Quarterly 

Identifying the Gifted 

Prufrock Press – Outstanding list of books for parents of gifted 

children and gifted children 
16-year-old Girl Uses Near-Space Probe to Apply to MIT 

Fake Friend Real Friend 

Achievement vs. Development 
Social Stories 

A chess prodigy explains how his mind works 

Physicists Entangle 8 Photons in 'Spooky' Experiment 
Squid can Fly to Save Energy 

Shrinking Sky! Cloud Tops Dropping Closer to Earth, NASA 

Satellite Finds 
Crystals may be possible in time as well as space 

32,000-Year-Old Plant Brought Back to Life—Oldest Yet 

New Ultradense Planet Found; Astronomers Baffled 
Earth-Size Tornadoes On The Sun 

Should Preschoolers Have Homework? 
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Heightened Sensitivies, Overexcitabilities, & Positive 

Disintegration OH MY! 
The Benefits of Unschooling: Report I from a Survey of 231 

Families 

Little Free Libraries are taking root on lawns 

When School Goes Against Your Very Nature 

 

Online Learning Opportunities: 
A Scale of the Universe 

Red Sea: Evidence Mars once had an Ocean 

Basic Rocket Science 
Perpetual Motion Machines 

Knitting Needle Experiment 

Tiniest Chameleon 
Monster Stars Erupt 

This is Science Inertia experiment at MSI 

Secret Codes for Gifted Kids 

Science Projects 

Kindergarten Websites that Tie into the Classroom Lessons 

MIT First Free Certificate Bearing Course 
List of Classic Literature 

Lego Digital Designer 

Learn 40 Languages for Free: Spanish, English, Chinese & More  

Critical thinking explained in six kid-friendly animations 

Very useful Charts 
Ten Writing Challenges for Kids 

Word Game Time 

Goodwill Community Foundation Learn Free 
How the brain works: 

Command Central 

Your Brain and Nervous System 

Neuroscience for Kids 

Brain Teasers 

Misunderstood Minds 
The Whole Brain Atlas 

Optical Illusions 

 

Other Notable Opportunities: 
Validation study of the fourth edition of the Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of Intelligence 
 

Michigan Alliance for Gifted Education Parent Forum 

 
GiftedHomeschoolForum is looking for gifted teens and adults to share their homeschool success stories: check out their past newsletters.  

Interested?  Contact Sarah Wilson: sarahw@giftedhomeschoolers.org 

 

Member’s Writings 
Rochester SAGE – Thanks Joshua! 
 

quarksandquirks.wordpress.com  

Homeschooling with the rest of my life coloring the edges 
 

findingmygrounduu.wordpress.com 

Life with a bit of homeschooling thrown in 
 

aspergersathome.com   

Parenting and homeschooling a child with aspergers 
Thanks Sarah! 

 

Other Blogs and Newsletters of Interest: 
Homeschool Blogs for Every Grade Level 
 

Gifted Parenting Support 

 
Life with Intensity 

 

All Kinds of Smart 
 

 

 

 
 

Resources links shared by Mensa 
 

Mensa for kids: Bright Newsletter: 
Bright is the brightest monthly newsletter for smart kids!  Although this newsletter is available courtesy of Mensa for Kids and the Mensa 

Education & Research Foundation, Non-Mensa members are welcome to subscribe!  

 

FAQs about YMembership In Mensa 
Find out the many benefits of Mensa membership for children! 

 

Young Mensan Book Parade Book Reviews: 
Dinosaur Dig 

Bone Dog 
Mustache 

 

March 2012 Gifted in Michigan Upcoming Events: 
Join us for some fun and enrichment during our exciting March events.   

 

Chi-Town Union Station Model Trains 
Saturday, March 3rd, 2012, 11:00 AM, Commerce Twp, MI 

 

Mammoths Verses Mastodons 
Tuesday, March 6, 2012, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM, Rochester, MI 

 

Inventor/Maker Club:  How to Get Started Inventing! 
Saturday, March 10th, 2012, 10:30 AM, Farmington Hills, MI 

 

National Reading Month: Rainforest Fables, Flint, MI 

Saturday, March 10th, 2012 from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM, Flint, MI 

 

Fabliscious  
Saturday, March 17, 2012, 1:00 PM, Ann Arbor, MI 

 

“Teatime with the Artists” Joseph Bergman 
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Wednesday, March 21, 2012, 3:00 PM, Dearborn, MI 

 

Farmington TAL Gifted Book Clubs:  K-4 and Emerging 

Readers/Math 
Wednesday, March 21st, 2012, 6:30 PM, Farmington Hills, MI 

 
St. Joseph Mercy Health Exploration Station 
Thursday, March 22nd, 2012, 11:00 AM, Canton, MI 

 

“String Symphonies in the Sky: Understanding Black Holes 

Using String Theory.” 
Saturday, March 24, 2012, 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM, Ann Arbor, MI 

 

Becoming Michigan: From Revolution to Statehood 
Saturday, March 24th, 2012, 12:00 Noon, Clinton Twp, MI 

 

Inventor/Maker Club:  How to Get Started Inventing Saturday, 
March 24th, 2012, 2:00 PM, Detroit, MI 

 

Evolution and Health at the University of Michigan Natural 

History Museum 
Sunday, March 25th, 2012, 12:00 Noon, Ann Arbor, MI 

 

Art, Puppetry and Printmaking Workshop 
Sunday, March 25, 2012, 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM, Detroit, MI 

 

Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition 
Saturday, March 31, 2012 from 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM, Dearborn, 

MI 

 

Other Upcoming Events 
GO Tech Maker Group Meets Monthly at the Makerworks Makerspace in Ann Arbor 

GO Tech (formerly NotBAGO) is a meeting for Ann Arbor (MI) area readers of Make Magazine, Circuit Cellar, Home Shop Machinist, Kevin 

Kelly's Cool Tools, slashdot, etc. That is, people who are interested in and make things using technology, whether that's a metal-cutting lathe or a 
Python script. A kind of generalized mixture of CerealBar, DorkBot, Oxford Geek night, and Portland Machinist Guild. We share projects, 

information about tools and ideas, and connect with like-minded people. Everyone is welcome (all ages), and it's free to attend. We've been 

meeting since July 2007.  
 

After introductions, we usually have 5 minute presentations by anyone who wants to talk. Available are wi-fi, video projector 

(VGA/DVI/composite).  
  

Meetings are generally the second Tuesday of the month at 7 pm. The next few meetings are 3/13/12, 4/10/12, 5/8/12.  

 
MEETING LOCATION  

We meet at Maker Works, 3765 Plaza Dr, Ann Arbor, MI 48103. 

*************************************************************************************************** 

Michigan Alliance for Families 

Content of the IEP with Sandee Koski  

 
Wednesday, March 7th, 2012  

9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  

(9:00 registration/refreshments)  
 

Judson Center 4410 W. 13 Mile Rd., Royal Oak  
 

This workshop will help you better understand the Individualized Education Program (IEP) for children and youth who receive special education 

services. When you better understand the IEP process, and how to participate, your child will get the services they need to be successful in 
school.  

 

All workshops are free and open to the public. Coordinated by Michigan Alliance for Families 1-800-552-4821 Funded by Michigan Department 
of Education and U.S. Department of Education. 

 

Register by 3-2-12 with Jill Mazur Skornicka jill.s@michiganallianceforfamilies.org (248) 557-5070 ext 112 
 

If you require accommodations or materials in an alternative format, please let us know one week before the workshop. 

*************************************************************************************************** 

Sixth Grade Girls Math and Science Day:  

Join us for fun, hands-on sessions in math and science! Learn new ideas. Try science demos & games with other girls your age. Find out about 

different careers in math and science. Interact with enthusiastic and knowledgeable presenters. 
 

When? Saturday, March 3rd, 2012, 8 AM - 12 PM 

Where? Michigan State University campus 
 

Students and teachers are invited to register. 

*************************************************************************************************** 

The SENG Conference in Milwaukee 

Registration is open now. 

*************************************************************************************************** 
Giftedness and Learning Disabilities: Unearthing the Missed Diagnosis 

Presented by Paul Beljan, PsyD, ABPdN  

  
In this SENGinar, teachers, parents, and counselors will learn how to correctly diagnosis learning disabilities in gifted and talented children.  
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Characteristics of gifted and talented children can result in incorrect diagnoses, such as overlooking learning disabilities. Learning disabilities can 

take the form of academics (reading and math) or innate abilities in general learning that may relate to social learning. 
  

In this SENGinar, Dr. Paul Beljan will review some of the basic tenants of giftedness that include intellect and asynchronous development. He 

will then turn to the nuts and bolts of learning disabilities: what they look like, how to assess them, and what to do about them in the contexts of 
the gifted population. The "discrepancy model" of learning disability will be dispelled in favor of understanding the brain basis of learning 

disabilities. Dr. Beljan will present several anecdotes and case examples to illustrate the process of learning disabilities. 

*************************************************************************************************** 
 

 

 
 

Gifted in Michigan 

Visit us on the web: www.giftedinmichigan.com 

Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/ 
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Send your articles, links, blogs and newsletter suggestions to: gimlinks@gmail.com 
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http://www.giftedinmichigan.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/
mailto:gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com

