
 

 

March 2013 Newsletter 
 

‘Doing your own thing’ is a generous act.  Being gifted creates obligations, which means you owe the 
world your best effort at the work you love.  You too are a natural resource. 

-- Barbara Sher 
 

Gifted in Michigan Newsletter and Resources 
 
It is that time again to start thinking about your Spring plans.  Have you thought about attending the Southeast 

Michigan Mensa Regional Gathering this year ( the weekend of May 3
rd

-5
th

)?  We have many wonderful talks 

planned.  We will also once again have a kids’ room with intellectual activities for your children.   And don’t forget 

the kids’ pool party and ice cream social!  See my M-Pathy column for this month, below, to learn the details.  

Check the “Resources Shared by Mensa” section below for links to full details about the upcoming RG!  Remember 

non-Mensa members may attend as my guest.  Simply email gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net with a request to be 

included as a guest.  Register here.  Full details about cost are described on the registration form.  Be sure to list 

me (Melissa Jenkins) as your sponsor if you are a non-member registering.  Hope to see you there!  

KIDS TRACK AT THE RG 

Have you thought about bringing your kids or grandkids to the RG this year?  You should know that a dedicated 

kids’ track is planned for Saturday.  Once again we will provide a kids’ activity room, activities to be announced.  

We will also have an ice cream social for the kids as well as a kids’ pool party!  Both of those activities were very 

popular last year! 

Kids should also enjoy some of the great speakers we have planned!  Has your child ever wanted to learn Amateur 

Radio?  Dan Romanchik will help him/her get started.  Are you interested in learning about local opportunities for 

stewardship in nature?  Check out the talk on Sustainable Landscaping by Drew Lathin, park steward for the city of 

Ann Arbor.  Ann Arbor sponsors several stewardship opportunities for volunteers throughout the year and children 

are welcome to participate. 

Is your child having trouble with goal setting?  Check out the talk by Caryn Horvath on this topic.  She can help your 

child learn how to set a path to follow his/her dreams. 

http://www.giftedinmichigan.com/
mailto:gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net


 

John Blinke will also be giving a science talk on the Great Sphinx of Giza.  What a great way to introduce your child 

to some interesting geography and science. 

How about a trip around the world in 88 days?  Stewart McMillan will be talking about his trip including his recent 

travels to Hong Kong, China, Tibet, etc. 

Most of all, bring your kids and grandkids to meet and socialize with other gifted kids like them.  Hope to see you 

there! 

Melissa Jenkins 
 

Welcome and New Members! 
We’d like to welcome all of the new members and their families who have joined Gifted in Michigan during the 
month of February.  Do you know a family in SE Michigan who could benefit from our group?  New members can 
join at www.giftedinmichigan.com and/or by joining us on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/. If you have joined via Facebook only, be aware you can also 
opt for email notification of tips, newsletter publication, and/or local events, if you so desire. To get on any of 
these three lists for notifications, please send an email to gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net. Thank you! 
 

Articles and Resources: 
We have consolidated the articles and resources we’ve come across during the month of February related to 
raising our very unique and special children to share with you here!  Have an article to share?  Have you written an 
article on giftedness?  Share it with us at gimlinks@gmail.com or post to our Facebook group “Gifted In Michigan 
Article Sharing”! 
 

Articles: 
 

The Homeschool Twist: Districts experiment with partial homeschooling for gifted students 

With Popsicle Sticks and a Glue Gun, Penn’s Allison Pearce Got Her Start in Engineering 

Which college majors pay?  Engineering now trumps business 

Connecticut and Texas aim to grow STEM enrollment, but take different approaches 

New EU Marie Curie Prize goes to Israeli Woman 

Black Family Awareness Week celebrates STEM achievement and interests during Black History Month 

Colleges work to increase minorities in engineering 

Should Gifted Students Show Work in Math? 

Teachers ditch student desk chairs for yoga balls 

Why Science Journal Paywalls Have to go 

If students designed their own school… it would look like this 

There’s No Escaping the Elements (of Mathematics) 

Life with Intensity: Gifted is About the Starting Point 

What most schools don’t teach 

Swedish School Now Has A Mandatory Minecraft Class 

Sugata Mitra: Build a School in the Cloud 

Gifted Parenting Support: Best Practices in Gifted Parenting 

How to Create A Science Prodigy 

Why Pi? 

18 Resources For The Parents Of Gifted Students 

Shane Koyczan: “To This Day” … for the bullied and beautiful 

K-12 student database jazzes tech startups, spooks parents 

http://www.giftedinmichigan.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com
http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3757832
popsicle-sticks-and-glue-gun-penn-s-allison-pearce-got-her-start-engineering
http://www.latimes.com/business/money/la-fi-mo-college-majors-20130204,0,3140035.story
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2013/02/01/connecticut-and-texas-aim-grow-stem-enrollment-take-different-approaches
http://israel21c.org/people/new-eu-marie-curie-prize-goes-to-israeli-woman/
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/urban-scientist/2013/02/04/black-family-awareness-week-stem-achievement-interests-black-history-month/
http://www.tgbbj.com/Channels/Technology/tabid/162/itemid/18053/sourcemid/504/Colleges-work-to-increase-minorities-in-engineering/Default.aspx?returnUrl=%2FChannels%2FTechnology%2Ftabid%2F162%2FDefault.aspx
http://www.byrdseed.com/to-show-or-not-to-show-work/
http://news.yahoo.com/teachers-ditch-student-desk-chairs-yoga-balls-074432870.html
http://blogs.plos.org/thestudentblog/2013/02/18/why-science-journal-paywalls-have-to-go/?utm_source&utm_medium&utm_campaign
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/02/20/if-students-designed-their-own-school-it-would-look-like-this/
http://www.eimacs.com/blog/2013/02/theres-no-escaping-the-elements-of-mathematics/
http://lifewithintensity.blogspot.ie/2013/02/gifted-is-about-starting-point.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKIu9yen5nc&feature=share
http://edudemic.com/2013/01/this-swedish-school-now-has-a-mandatory-minecraft-class/
http://www.ted.com/talks/sugata_mitra_build_a_school_in_the_cloud.html?source=facebook#.UTNgL_TI0o4.facebook
http://www.giftedparentingsupport.blogspot.com/2013/03/best-practices-in-gifted-parenting.html
http://www.creativitypost.com/education/how_to_create_a_science_prodigy
http://www.byrdseed.com/why-pi/
http://www.teachthought.com/learning/18-resources-for-the-parents-of-gifted-students/
http://www.ted.com/talks/shane_koyczan_to_this_day_for_the_bullied_and_beautiful.html?source=facebook#.UTubMgQCYuJ.facebook
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/03/03/us-education-database-idUSBRE92204W20130303


 

Rochester SAGE:  Another Side of Giftedness 

Your High-School Self-Esteem Survival Guide 

Gifted, Talented and Separated: In One School, Students Are Divided by Gifted Label – and Race 

Giving Siblings the Edge 

Parenting Prodigies Is Less Fun Than It Looks 

Ten SENG Articles to Help You Be a Courageous Parent 

The Elephant in the Room: Talented Children Have Social and Emotional Needs Too 

28 Acts of Kindness for the Gifted 

Does Your Child Qualify for Extended Norms on the WISC-IV? 

RtI and the Gifted Child: What Every Parent Should Know 

 

Books and Book Reviews: 
Academic Advocacy for Gifted Children by Barbara Gilman 

Off the Charts: Asynchrony and the Gifted Child – a book about profoundly gifted children and adults 

Picture It!  Teaching Visual-Spatial Learners 

 

Learning Opportunities: 
Initiative Science: Michigan STEM Literacy  

 

Member’s Writings: 
Rochester SAGE – Thanks Joshua! 

Updates on the Gifted Front 

quarksandquirks.wordpress.com  - Thanks Sarah! 

findingmygrounduu.wordpress.com 

aspergersathome.com   

The Magic Pencil: A source of discovery for African American kids who don't know they are gifted, and a tool for 

promoting literacy among the disadvantaged!  Facebook 

The Magic Pencil Curriculum Guide 

The Magic Pencil Black Language Glossary 

Sift the Gift:  Sift the Gift in Everyone! 

WeAreGifted2: Blog for advocates of culturally diverse gifted learners produced by Dr. Joy Lawson Davis 

 

Other Blogs and Newsletters of Interest: 
Mindful Homeschooler 

   

Links to Other Gifted Support Groups: 

American Mensa 
Bay City Association for the Academically Talented 
Farmington Together for Accelerated Learners 
GT Resource Network, Grand Rapids 
Michigan Association for Gifted Children 
Rochester SAGE (Supporting Advanced & Gifted Education) 
Southeast Michigan Mensa 
Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted 
Supporting Gifted Learners, Adrian 
 

http://rochestersage.org/2013/03/12/another-side-of-giftedness/
http://www.additudemag.com/adhd/article/9897.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/13/education/in-one-school-students-are-divided-by-gifted-label-and-race.html?ref=giftedstudents&_r=1&
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/26/opinion/giving-siblings-an-edge.html?ref=giftedstudents
http://parenting.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/10/31/parenting-prodigies-is-less-fun-than-it-looks/?ref=giftedstudents
http://www.sengifted.org/archives/articles/ten-seng-articles-to-help-you-be-a-courageous-parent
http://www.sengifted.org/archives/articles/the-elephant-in-the-room-talented-children-have-social-and-emotional-needs-too
http://www.sengifted.org/archives/articles/28-acts-of-kindness-for-the-gifted
http://www.gifteddevelopment.com/Extended_Norms.html
http://www.gifteddevelopment.com/PDF_files/RtI%20and%20the%20Gifted%20Child.June%202011%20PHP.pdf
http://www.gifteddevelopment.com/Product_Marketing/AAGC/aagc.htm
http://www.gifteddevelopment.net/xcart/product.php?productid=16336&cat=0&page=1&featured
http://www.gifteddevelopment.net/xcart/product.php?productid=16337&cat=0&page=1&featured
http://www.initiativescience.org/Outreach/Home.html
http://rochestersage.org/
http://rochestersage.org/2012/07/31/updates-on-the-gifted-front/
http://quarksandquirks.wordpress.com/
http://findingmygrounduu.wordpress.com/
http://aspergersathome.com/
http://www.dabs-and-company.com/about-the-magic-pencil
http://www.facebook.com/#%21/alem1155
http://www.amazon.com/Magic-Pencil-Curriculum-Guide-ebook/dp/B008ECOPG6/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1351387104&sr=1-1&keywords=Magic+Pencil+curriculum+guide
http://www.amazon.com/Black-Language-Glossary-Pencil-ebook/dp/B009NAEQ94/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1349825369&sr=1-1&keywords=Black+Language+Glossary+for+The+Magic+Pencil%2C+Volume+3
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sift-the-Gift-in-Everyone/267260490050091?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://wearegifted2.blogspot.com/
http://www.mindfulhomeschooler.com/2013/02/the-view-from-here-wearing-socks.html?m=1
http://www.us.mensa.org/
http://www.bcpsgifted.com/pages/parent-support/bcaat.php
http://farmingtontal.wordpress.com/about-tal/
http://gtresourcenetwork.org/
http://migiftedchild.org/
http://rochestersage.org/
http://mensadetroit.com/
http://www.sengifted.org/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingGiftedLearners


 

Resources shared by Mensa: 
Mensa for kids: Bright Newsletter: 
Bright is the brightest monthly newsletter for smart kids!  Although this newsletter is available courtesy of Mensa 
for Kids and the Mensa Education & Research Foundation, Non-Mensa members are welcome to subscribe!  
 

FAQs about YMembership In Mensa 
Find out the many benefits of Mensa membership for children! 

 
Mensa for Kids Reading in Excellence Award Program 
If your child finishes all the books on the list at his/her reading level he/she gets a certificate of accomplishment 
and wins a Mensa For Kids T-Shirt!  Mensa membership not required. 
 

Southeast Michigan Mensa Regional Gathering 
Please consider registering for the Southeast Michigan Mensa Regional Gathering coming up this May 3-5

th
!  Visit 

the following links for details: 
 
Registration Form, Pricing and Highlights 
Preliminary Grid of Activities 
SEMMantics from A to Z 

 
March 2013 Gifted in Michigan Upcoming Events: 
Join us for some fun and enrichment during our exciting March events.  
 

Cirque Amongus Circus Training 

Thursday, March 7th, 2013, 6:00PM, Livonia, MI 

University of Michigan Museum of Natural History 

Sunday, March 10th, 2013, 1:00PM, Ann Arbor, MI 

Cranbrook Art Museum:  Youth Program: Changing Seasons 

Sunday, March 17th, 2013, 2:00PM, Bloomfield Hills, MI 
 

Other Upcoming Events: 
Should have these back next month! 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Gifted In Michigan Volunteer Staff 
Melissa N. Jenkins      Leader 
Amy L. Simko              Stanford EPGY Coordinator 
Karen E. Dabney        Gifted Inclusion Leader 

 

 

Visit us on the web: www.giftedinmichigan.com 

Find us on Facebook: “Gifted In Michigan” and “Gifted In Michigan Article Sharing” 

Gifted In Michigan Email: gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net 

Send your articles, links, blogs and newsletter suggestions to: gimlinks@gmail.com  

or post to our Facebook “Gifted In Michigan Article Sharing” group 

Opt out by sending an email to: gimlinks@gmail.com 

http://www.mensaforkids.org/school_template.cfm?showPage=school_default.cfm
http://giftedinmichigan.wordpress.com/links-and-references/faqs-about-ymembership-in-mensa/
http://mensaforkids.org/school_template.cfm?showPage=school_readeraward.cfm
http://mensadetroit.com/semmantics/
http://giftedinmichigan.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/grid-v03-09-2013.pdf
http://giftedinmichigan.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/semm-antics-xxxiv-from-a-to-z.docx
http://new.evite.com/?utm_source=yahoo_mail&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rsvp_yes&utm_campaign=invite_details#view_invite:eid=01D5NC2ZTL7RSYATAEPCNPUL5EBTBY&gid=01D5AAPMT7N2NE3UEEPCNPUMRPCP2Q
http://new.evite.com/#view_invite:eid=01D5AAQZXGL24EXDUEPCJ4AONP7ZGY&gid=01D5MDVWTUTCHIT4AEPCJ4AO46THJQ
http://new.evite.com/#view_invite:eid=01D5MDVWTUTCHIT4AEPCJ4BA76VCFA&gid=01D5MDVWTUTCHIT4AEPCJ4BB6VBCBA
http://www.giftedinmichigan.com/
mailto:gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com

