
Gifted in Michigan Newsletter 

May 2012 

  
“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” - W. B. Yeats 
“Expecting all children the same age to learn from the same materials is like expecting all children of the same age to wear the same size 

clothing.” – Madeline Hunter  
Gifted in Michigan Newsletter and Resources 
May is one of my favorite months!  Not just because my son was born in May (although that makes it extra special), but also because the weather 

is starting to break and outdoor activities begin to ramp up.   
  
This month, we’re going to take a look at nature-based activities for keeping your gifted youth fulfilled during the summer.  Whether your child 

attends public, private or home school, summer presents a very different set of opportunities for enrichment especially here in Michigan where 

the weather limits our winter time experiences.  Summer offers an extended opportunity for gifted children/teens to explore their interests further 
and deeper or possibly even find new passions.  
  
So how does a parent or teen find these nature based opportunities?  Let’s start with our own backyards.  Children can learn a lot just from 
exploring nature freely.  Catching and observing bugs is a simple and inexpensive activity that helps children learn about the world around 

them.  Help provoke their thoughts by asking engaging questions.  Ask them to observe the bug’s reactions as they introduce light vs. dark or cold 

vs. hot to the environment.  Explore the habitats of the different creatures and their food sources.  Talk about the food chain.  Encourage them to 
classify species of local animals or flowers or categorize rocks and geodes.  Give them books to help them to do so.  Raising butterflies, ladybugs 

or praying mantis is a great way to see the amazing process or metamorphosis and releasing the adults lends well to a discussion on the beneficial 

role these creatures play in nature.  Insect Lore offers some great kits to ensure the creatures don’t escape in your house. 
  
Older children may want to become a citizen scientist and take part in The Great Backyard Bird Count.  Most nature centers offer a variety of 

program for children of all ages during the summer.  To check out Nature Centers near you visit: here.  Perhaps they would enjoy taking 
photographs of nature or setting up an easel in the park to paint or sketch.  Collecting materials found in nature to create arts and crafts may 

inspire your child.  Capture the beauty of a spider web to explore the mathematical angles and structure, 
  
Find music in nature.  Younger children can explore making music with things they find in nature or by using the garden hose to spray at a 

variety of different materials to hear their tones.  Older children may enjoy recording sounds of nature and then bringing them together. 
  
Geocaching and letterboxing are great activities for children of all ages.  Using the ratings of the cache makes it easy to select the appropriate 

treasure hunt for your child’s age.  And there are many ways to incorporate math into the event.  Some caches are designed where the seeker must 

solve complex math problems to be able to find the treasure.  Another neat resource for expansion can be found here.    
  
Your gifted youth may enjoy doing something for the environment.  Ecoride in Ann Arbor may interest them.  Visit a recycling plant to see 

firsthand the impact recycling has on the environment.  SOCCRA offers tours.   Joining a watershed study or water cleanup activity may help a 
gifted youth to feel a sense of contribution toward helping the environment.   
  
And of course, summer should offer time to relax and enjoy nature.  Take a family camping trip and teach your kids survival skills.  Take your 
kids fishing.  Enjoy a hike in the woods.  Gifted kids benefit from the relaxation of nature too, so get out and enjoy nature. 
 

 

Welcome and New Members! 
We’d like to welcome all of the new members and their families who have joined Gifted in Michigan during the month of April.   
  
Do you know a family who is in SE Michigan who could benefit from our group?  New members can join at www.giftedinmichigan.com and/or 

by joining us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/. 
  
 

Seeking Teen/Tween Coordinator:  
Gifted in Michigan is growing and has a need for a teen/tween coordinator!  Are there any parents or caregivers interested in taking on this 

role?  Perhaps a gifted teen would be interested in taking on this volunteer position along with their parent to add to their resume.  The tween/teen 
coordinator or teen/parent team will be responsible for planning appropriate teen/tween activities/enrichment events, writing a short blurb for the 

monthly newsletter, and helping to provide guidance to other parents of tweens/teens.  If you’re interested in this role, please email us at 

gimlinks@gmail.com.  Thank you! 
  
  
Inventor/Maker Club Update (Melissa Jenkins): 
Some exciting things are in the works for our upcoming Inventor/Maker Club meetings!  This month, we will be touring the TechShop Detroit 
Makerspace in Allen Park, on Saturday, May 12th at noon.  This makerspace is great for kids 12 and up and their parents.  It has lots of awesome 

automotive design equipment for those who want to design car inventions!  Kids of any age, however, are welcome on the tour!  In June we will 

be touring the i3 Detroit Makerspace in Ferndale.  i3 Detroit does not have specific pricing for kids as of yet, so if you are interested, now is the 
time to make suggestions on kid-pricing!  All kids who work at i3 Detroit must be accompanied by an adult member.  Again, kids of any age are 
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welcome on the tour.  Stay tuned for interesting developments at the Mt. Elliott Makerspace.  We are currently planning a one-day skills class 

lead by middle/upper school Roeper students. 
  
  
Casting Call Opportunities 
From our friends at Gifted-Spirit!  “Gifted-Spirit has received two notices of casting calls; one from Disney!  While it is not our policy to endorse 
a television program, network or any other entertainment venue, Gifted-Spirit.com will share opportunities for kids to share their talents on the 

world stage.  Gifted-Spirit.com is not affiliated with any of these agencies and parents are encouraged to do their research.  Interested parties 

should contact Gifted-Spirit.com for more information at 678-278-8424.” 
  
  
Articles and Resources: 
We have consolidated the articles and resources we’ve come across during the month of March related to raising our very unique and special 
children to share with you here!  Have an article to share?  Have you written an article on giftedness?  Share it with us at gimlink@gmail.com! 
 
List of amazing articles on twice exceptional children from Hoagies! 
Living Light: How and Why Organisms Glow 
100-Year-Old Lightbulb Unearthed From Time Capsule Still Works 
Einstein May Never Have Used Flashcards, but He Probably Built Forts 
Seeing the music in nature 
Letter from a little girl to Einstein 
Conversation with Prodigious Savant Daniel Tammet 
Kindergarteners are future engineers 
Stem: Vital for Jobs 
Efforts offer gateway for women in STEM fields 
Caine's Arcade 
Natasha the chimp genius 
Scientists map physical architecture of intelligence in the brain 
Mass Participation Dream Experiment Launches 
NASA's Flying Telescope Captures the Death Sighs of a Sun 
The Double Challenge 
Darpa Robot Masters Stairs 
How to Homeschool: Get Plugged into a Homeschool Group 
Q & A with SENG Model Parenting Group (SMPG) Facilitators 
Writing Tips for the Gifted Student 
Doing What Works: Forward in Solution-Focused Change 
Love key to brain development in children 
Six Qualities Leaders Need to Be Successful 
The legacy of Dr. Martin D. Jenkins: Being Black & Gifted is Nothing New 
The Power of Admitting "I'm Wrong" 
Bullying and gifted kids 
The homework trap and what to do about it 
New School Option is Parent's Answer 
Perfectionism 
Meet Anthony Popa Urria: Two years and nine months old with an IQ of 154 
Sir Ken Robinson on How Finding Your Element Changes Everything 
Ravens Remember Relationships They Had With Others 
Can You Make Yourself Smarter? 
For the First Time, Electrons are Observed Splitting into Smaller Quasi-Particles 
Math Teachers Demonstrate a Bias Toward White Male Students, Study Finds 
20 Ways to Raise a Child with Special Needs 
Children Who Ace City's Gifted Test Outnumber Seats 4 to 1 
TEACHERS SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL COMPETENCE-LEADS TO BETTER CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT 
6 Fun Ways Technology Can Turn the World into a Classroom and Your Neighbors into Teachers 
Education Reform, One Assignment at a Time 
What Parents Can Do About CyberBullying 
Two Very Different Perspectives on Giftedness and Gifted Education 
An evolutionary perspective on giftedness 
Pupil, 12, takes on the web bullies 
Mass Customized Learning 
Child Genius 
Does our approach to teaching math fail even the smartest kids? 
Chuck Close's advice to his younger self 
Not All Highly Intelligent People Are Arrogant Pricks 
How Geniuses Think 
 

Scholarships: 
Caroline D. Bradley Scholarship 
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Online Learning Opportunities: 
 

 
New NASA Educational iPhone Game :  
A new NASA iPhone game from The Space Place! 
  
Annular Eclipse: 
On May 20 there will be an annular eclipse visible from the western US.  The path of annularity can be found here. 
  
Space Math: 
Space Math site has been updated with a lot of new material!   
  
CK-12 Flexbooks 
Educational books and textbooks online 
  
Mathletics 
Educational games 
  
MentorMob: 
Create a learning playlist 
  
DORA: 
Reading Level Test 
  
Science Fusion Homeschool 
Experience Science in a digital world 
 

 
  
Educational iPad/iPhone Apps Recommended by Parents of Gifted Youth 
Apps for Gifted Youth 
Daddy's Timestables 
Rocket Math 
Elevated Math 
Smithsonian Channel 
Stack the States 
Stack the Countries 
Rocket Math 
Presidents v Aliens 
Discovery Kids Sharks 

Dinotopia 
GeoBee 

GeoWalk 

GeoQuiz 
Puzzle  

USA 

Cooper's Pack Travel Guide - ALaska, Seattle, and NYC 
The plague 

Pocket Law Firm 

Deskplorers - fun kid-friendly games introducing various historical time periods 
Algebra touch 

factor samuri 

math evolve 
DoodleHangman 
The Getty: The Life of Art 

DrawFree 
ColorBox HD 
Fantastic Flying Book of Morris Lessmore 

ArtRage 
Titanaboa 

Storylines for Schools 

Depict 
Let's Create Pottery 

ToonTastic 
Origami 
ArtSite 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/comet-quest/id504786625?mt=8&ls=1
http://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/eclipse.html
http://spacemath.gsfc.nasa.gov/
http://www.ck12.org/flexbook/
http://www.mathletics.com/
http://www.mathletics.com/
http://www.mentormob.com/
http://letsgolearn.com/
http://www.hmheducation.com/sciencefusion-homeschool/
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play_or_edit/379477


Design Museum Collection 
The Poetry App: Words that Burn 
Building Titanic 
Back in Time 
Bobo and Light 
Man in Space 
National Geographic Today 

National Geographic Explorer 
Birds of Prey 

My Bird world 

Google Earth 
The Rock Cycle 
Nova Elements 
Wonders of the Universe 
Math - Khan Academy 

Motion Math 

Hungry Fish 
Zoom 

Mathboard 

Slice It 
 

 

 

Member’s Writings 
 

 
Rochester SAGE – Thanks Joshua! 
  
They Made a Difference for Gifted Children 
Nominate someone who has made a difference for gifted children! 
  
Who or What? 
Reblogged by Rochester Sage and worth the read 
  
quarksandquirks.wordpress.com  
Homeschooling with the rest of my life coloring the edges 
 

findingmygrounduu.wordpress.com 
Life with a bit of homeschooling thrown in 
  
aspergersathome.com   
Parenting and homeschooling a child with aspergers 
Thanks Sarah! 
 

 

 

Other Blogs and Newsletters of Interest: 
Gifted Homeschoolers 
The Burke Blog 
Language Journeys 
Upcoming Gifted Blog Tour 
 

 

Links to Other Gifted Support Groups 
Michigan Association for Gifted Children 
American Mensa 
Southeast Michigan Mensa 
Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted 
Compilation of gifted support sites with an online presence! 
  
  
Resources links shared by Mensa 
Mensa for kids: Bright Newsletter: 

http://rochestersage.org/
http://rochestersage.org/2012/04/17/they-made-a-difference-for-gifted-children/
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http://migiftedchild.org/
http://www.us.mensa.org/
http://mensadetroit.com/
http://www.sengifted.org/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/gifted-online/list-of-gifted-pages-and-groups-on-fb/265281473523447?notif_t=note_reply
http://www.mensaforkids.org/school_template.cfm?showPage=school_default.cfm


Bright is the brightest monthly newsletter for smart kids!  Although this newsletter is available courtesy of Mensa for Kids and the Mensa 

Education & Research Foundation, Non-Mensa members are welcome to subscribe!  
  
Mensa for Kids: 
Fun educational resources for gifted youth! 
  
FAQs about YMembership In Mensa 
Find out the many benefits of Mensa membership for children! 
  
The Simon Wiesenthal Center offers rich and comprehensive resources at its site here 

http://motlc.wiesenthal.com/site/pp.asp?c=gvKVLcMVIuG&b=358201.  Everything on the site is of very high quality, both in content and in 
visual interest.  The online exhibitions are very worthwhile. 

 

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum offers an easy-to-navigate site with a section for students as well as one for 
teachers.  http://www.ushmm.org/education/.  Like the Simon Wiesenthal Center, it offers online exhibitions.   

 

Yad Vashem, the Israeli Holocaust Memorial, offers http://www.yadvashem.org/, an extraordinarily rich variety of resources that will assist even 
the most serious researcher.   
 

It actually has a school for Holocaust studies that you can find here http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/education/index.asp that offers online 

courses. If you have a high school student, this would be a tremendously worthwhile experience. 

 

An annotated and superbly selected list of books, identified by age appropriateness and genre is available here http://www.holocaust-
trc.org/chldbook.htm. 

 

Another annotated and comprehensive list of books about the holocaust for children is available at this site 
http://www.jewishlibraries.org/ajlweb/resources/bib_bank/Hana'sSuitcaseResourceList.pdf 

 
If you are a teacher or homeschooler, an entire curriculum has been developed and is available at http://holocaust.umd.umich.edu/lul/.  It's an 18-

lesson curriculum, so far more comprehensive than most would use, but you can easily pick and choose.  It's not as pretty as some of the other 

resources, but it is methodical and thorough.  Videos are embedded in some of the lessons. 
 

At the PBS site, you can get teacher resources to accompany the film America and the Holocaust.  The timeline feature on the site is a good place 

for beginning students to understand the sequence of events.  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/holocaust/  
 

The University of Southern Florida has a simple-to-navigate site that would includes lesson plans for elementary through high school.  Its simple 

layout hides the depth of the resources here.  http://fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust/ 
  
  
April Young Mensan Book Parade Book Reviews: 
Looking for some great new books for your child?  Check out these reviews!   
  
  
May 2012 Gifted in Michigan Upcoming Events: 
Join us for some fun and enrichment during our exciting April events.   
 

 
Southeast Michigan Mensa’s Regional Gathering 
Friday, May 4th – Sunday, May 6th, 2012, Farmington Hills, MI 
  
Alice and Wonderland at Northville’s Historic Marquis Theatre 
Sunday, May 6th, 2012, 2:30 PM, Northville, MI 
  
TechShop Detroit Makerspace Tour: Inventor/Maker Club Meeting 
Saturday, May 12th, 2012, 12:00 Noon, Allen Park, MI 
  
Robot Garage Drop-In Play Event 
Sunday, May 13th, 2012, 12:00 Noon, Birmingham, MI 
  
Farmington TAL Gifted Book Clubs:  K-4 and Emerging Readers/Math 
Wednesday, May 16th, 2012, 6:30 PM, Farmington Hills, MI 
  
Robofest 2012 World Championship 
Saturday, May 19th, 2012, 10:00 AM, Southfield, MI 
  
Tech Twilight 2012: Inventor Fair at the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum 
Saturday, May 19th, 2012, 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM, Ann Arbor, MI 
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http://new.evite.com/?utm_source=yahoo_mail&utm_medium=email&utm_content=title&utm_campaign=invite_details&eml=g_inv#view_invite:eid=01D5NC2ZTL7RSYAS4EPBO33KB6UQZY&gid=01D5AAPMT7N2NE3T6EPBO33KSF6MVY
http://new.evite.com/?utm_source=yahoo_mail&utm_medium=email&utm_content=title&utm_campaign=invite_details&eml=g_inv#view_invite:eid=01D5AARBSZ35RYIKCEPBO64ZG4ITZY&gid=01D5MDVWTUTCHIKMAEPBO642DMYPNY
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Cranbrook Institute of Science Discovery Center 
Sunday, May 20th, 2012, 12:30 PM, Bloomfield Hills, MI 
  
Build ‘N Break Drop-In Play Event 
Saturday, May 26th, 2012, 10:00 AM, Novi, MI 
  
Gifted In Michigan Games Night and Potluck 
Saturday, May 26th, 2012, 6:00 PM, Berkley, MI 
  
 

Other Upcoming Events 
The Robot Garage Summer Camps 
  
PG Retreat 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Gifted in Michigan 
Visit us on the web: www.giftedinmichigan.com 

Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/ 
Group Email: gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net 

Send your articles, links, blogs and newsletter suggestions to: gimlinks@gmail.com 
Opt out by sending an email to: gimlinks@gmail.com 
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