
 

 

November 2013 Newsletter 

 

“An exceedingly confident student would in theory make a terrible student.  Why would he take school 

seriously when he feels he can outwit his teachers?” 

--Criss Jami 

Gifted in Michigan Newsletter and Resources 
 

SENGinar Series Part 2 

“This Isn’t the Child I Dreamed of Raising” 

You may remember back in July, SENG offered to allow the general public to download four free SENGinars to get 
an idea of the type of content that is covered in these $40 seminars which cover topics of interest to gifted 
families.   I downloaded each of the free SENGinars at that time and subsequently obtained permission from SENG 
to summarize them for you!  Here is the summary of  the third of the SENGinars (listed above).  See last month’s 
newsletter for a summary of the first two: “Bootcamp for Determined Advocates” and “Forging Partnerships With 
Teachers and Why Too Often They Don’t Work”.  Next month I will publish a summary of the last of the SENGinars: 
“Parent Engagement in Promoting a STEM Identity among Gifted Black Students”. 

 
This Isn’t the Child I Dreamed of Raising: This SENGinar was given by Barbara Probst, MSW, LCSW, the author of 
“When the Labels Don't Fit”, a book about her new approach to raising a challenging child. 

She asks: “How do we manage a challenging gifted child”?  “First we must understand them”, she says. 

She explains how a child's unique traits, often associated with giftedness, can sometimes be perceived as “faults” 
and can eventually lead to unmet needs and subsequent behavior challenges. 

Some characteristics/traits of gifted kids can be misunderstood as faults.  Examples, intense, inflexible, 
provocative, excitable, inconsistent, reactive, complex, sensitive, perfectionistic, etc. 

Parents of gifted kids are often frustrated when they try traditional solutions to parenting problems because these 
solutions seem to work only briefly, if at all.  These solutions typically don't take into account a gifted child's special 
traits. 



 

Examples of Traits Leading to Unmet Needs: 

 Extreme Introversion – a child expected to be social and not given isolation time may feel overwhelmed. 

 Extreme Extroversion – a child who is isolated but needs social activity may become very lonely. 

 Sensitivity – a child who is overstimulated may have an emotional reaction to the situation or become 
withdrawn. 

 Need for stimulation – an understimulated child may create stimulation by causing trouble. 

 Inflexibility – a child expected to shift gears quickly may become upset. 

 Perfectionism – a child may find a need to try and try until they achieve excellence.  This may conflict with 
time constraints or rules in a situation. 

 Sensitivity – a child may feel offended at the smallest slight and thus become reactionary. 

 Perceived insensitivity – a child may appear to be oblivious to another child's plight and be perceived as 
insensitive when he truly is not. 

 Unusual tempo – a child may work best moving very quickly, very slowly and methodically, or at erratic 
tempo.  Again time constraints, or rules may conflict with this trait. 

 Sequential style – a child with this style is most comfortable working in a step-by-step fashion. 

 Visual spatial style – a child with this style doesn't work in a linear fashion.  She may take short cuts and 
roundabout turns.  If she is expected to work methodically, this may cause a conflict.  Many gifted 
children are visual spatial learners. 
 

How do traits, giftedness and context of the situation interrelate? 

 Traits are neither good nor bad.  Interacting traits may add to conflict. 

 Children attempt to cope the best they know how.  When they don't have a coping skill to fit the 
situation, they may become anxious, depressed, defiant, withdrawn, or reactionary. 

 Adults often only see the result of the problem, the child's reaction.  What is more valuable to see is the 
trait and unmet need that hides behind the reaction. 

 Giftedness may complicate the situation.  The child's needs may be misunderstood since a gifted child 
doesn't march to the typical drummer.  She may compensate for unmet needs with balancing strengths.  
She may not easily relate to non-gifted peers who are typically quite different.  She may have an unusual 
need for control due to perfectionism, making it hard for her to deal with frustration.  She may be 
perceived as defiant due to the need of many gifted children to challenge authority. 
 

Strategies to Help Reduce Overload 

1. Modify the environment: Eliminate unneeded obstacles.  Provide safety and an escape hatch. 
2. Give the child time: Set flexible time parameters around activities.  Allow time for transitions. 
3. Let the child know you understand:  Let him feel what he feels.  Tell him you know he has a legitimate 

concern and caution there is no magic fix. 
4. Help the child do things the right way: Reuse past coping successes.  Find out at what level your child is 

capable of succeeding and set your expectations there. 
5. Help the child find support frameworks:  Use concrete examples when explaining how to manage a 

situation. 
6. Maintain authority gently:  Use “Yes, I will allow this when...”. 

 
This SENGinar recording can be purchased for individual use for $40 at the following link on the SENG website: 
This Isn’t the Child I Dreamed of Raising (Webinar) 
 
Melissa Jenkins 
 

Welcome and New Members! 

We’d like to welcome all of the new members and their families who have joined Gifted in Michigan during the 

month of November.  Do you know a family in SE Michigan who could benefit from our group?  New members can 

http://www.sengifted.org/shop/this-isnt-the-child-i-dreamed-of-raising
http://www.sengifted.org/shop/this-isnt-the-child-i-dreamed-of-raising


 

join at www.giftedinmichigan.com and/or by joining us on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/. If you have joined via Facebook only, be aware you can also 

opt for email notification of tips, newsletter publication, and/or local events, if you so desire. To get on any of 

these three lists for notifications, please send an email to gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net.  You are also welcome to 

participate in our Michigan Gifted Family Directory, if you live within the state of Michigan.  This is a great tool you 

can use to find other families with gifted kids near you!  Updated directories are emailed to participants only, 

about once every quarter.  If you want to participate, please fill out the directory survey here: 

https://qtrial.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_b9gGu8EgK19F6WV.  You may also send updates on your family via this 

survey.  Thank you!   

First Lego League Team News! 

Our First Lego League team, the Minotaurs, had an amazing time at their First Lego League Tournament, the 

Bloomfield Bash, on Saturday, November 23
rd

!  The robot game matches were fun and challenging, and our master 

robot builder/programmer, Jake G., helped us show good score improvement from the 1
st

 to the 4
th

 match.  Haruto 

and Daito S. and Emile J. built some great robot attachments used to score missions, and Ayden P. did a first class 

job on our robot design.  Dakota J. helped build the mission models and was a great judge-greeter!  Rami M. 

designed our unique and beautiful core values poster.  Will F., our project man, led the effort to organize the 

team’s project.  The team chose to work out a solution to problems caused when the 2011 earthquake and 

tsunami hit the Fukushima nuclear power plant in Japan.  The team designed a new and better seawall for the 

plant and won the Project Innovative Solution award at the tournament.  According to FLL:  “This award recognizes 

a team’s solution that is exceptionally well-considered and creative, with good potential to solve the problem 

researched.”  It is quite unusual for a rookie team to win an award, and we are very proud of the team’s 

accomplishment! 

New Gifted In Michigan Free Science and Technology Club 

Our new science and technology club, for our kids, ages 0 to 18 will launch in January. This club will be kid-

centered, revolving around the kids' science and technology interests. Don't worry if your kids don't have identified 

interests yet. They can explore and choose as they attend the club. 

 

This club will be designed for kids and an accompanying adult (more than one kid per adult is OK). Each child will 

be encouraged to choose an activity or topic of interest and our club mentors and members will help each child 

achieve her/his goals, from start to finish. The child will be the driver, working with other kids in the club, and 

advised by the accompanying adult and other mentors. A secondary goal will be to have the adult become familiar 

with the child's activity and be able to help the child continue with it at home later if desired. This also promotes 

adult/child interaction. 

Here are some examples of activities kids might choose from; however, their choices are not limited to these 

activities: 

nature and ecology 
arduino  
young kids writing computer games 
computer building 
minecraft play with each other over a WiFi network 
minecraft programming 
computer programming (other than minecraft) 
install and learn the Linux operating system 
neuroscience experiments using Backyard Brains https://backyardbrains.com/ SpikerBoxes (we have them!)  

http://www.giftedinmichigan.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/
https://qtrial.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_b9gGu8EgK19F6WV
https://backyardbrains.com/


 

Lego Mindstorms programming and solving First Lego League missions 
building, printing and assembling custom isohedrons 
computer research and learning tools 
etc. 
 
Although the club will be free, families may choose to purchase parts for building their own computer, other 

electronics, etc. However, we will help families keep these costs down as much as possible. For example, I will be 

soliciting donations of old PC's, spare electronic parts, Legos, etc. Also, we will use all our connections to help find 

cheap prices on anything that still must be purchased. 

We are working on setting up locations for this club, and have a few set so far: Berkley, Rochester Hills, Brighton 

and possibly Dearborn Heights.  Dates/Times not yet set.  Please stay tuned for further developments!  If you have 

a preference for date/time for a particular group, please join in our discussion on Facebook (Gifted In Michigan 

group) or send your preferences to gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net.  Thank you! 

Michigan Association for Gifted Children Winter Conference 

Did you miss the awesome and informative MAGC conference this past October?  Never fear!  A similar conference 
will be held on Saturday, December 7

th
, 2013 in Ann Arbor, Michigan, with additional opportunities for parents and 

teachers to interact.  This conference will not include kids, so it is a great opportunity for you to get out without 
the kids and concentrate on how you can help them!  Details here on the MAGC Website: Gifted Education: Kick It 
Up a Notch II. 
 
Articles and Resources: 

We have consolidated the articles and resources we’ve come across during the month of November related to 
raising our very unique and special children to share with you here!  Have an article to share?  Have you written an 
article on giftedness?  Share it with us at gimlinks@gmail.com or post to our Facebook group “Gifted In Michigan 
Article Sharing”! 
 
Articles: 
Finland Eyes Programming Classes for Elementary School Students 
Rethinking Teacher Roles in a New Networked World 
Practical Lessons Kids are Learning from Minecraft 
Gifted is Not Always a Gift 
The TIME Invention Poll 
How Can Students Be Successful in a High Stakes World? 
School Choice Advocate Responds to “Go Public” Campaign 
Fixing a Learning Disconnect in the Digital Age 
The Truth about Gifted and Talented Programs 
Why Academic Teaching Doesn’t Help Students Excel in Life 
Subverting the System: Student and Teacher as Equals 
Bilingualism vs. Biculturalism?  The Curious Case of the Japanese Brazilians 
‘Same’ and ‘Equal’ Are Not Congruent Terms 
Do It On Their T.E.R.M.S. 
Fewer home-school families site religion as their main motivation 
WISE 2013: Best of WISE Voices 
Language and Resistance: Am I Gifted, Bright, Normal or Dull, and Does It Even Matter? 
When They Ask If You Are Qualified to Teach 
Joshua Beckford became one of the youngest students of Oxford University at age six 
For the love of learning: If we don’t grade, how will we know if children are learning? 
Question Everything, Think Outside the 011000100110111101111000 
Where Have All the Geniuses Gone? 

mailto:gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net
http://m90212.wix.com/magc
http://m90212.wix.com/magc
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com
http://mashable.com/2013/11/16/finland-tech-education-schools/?utm_cid=mash-prod-email-topstories&utm_emailalert=daily&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily
http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/teaching_now/2013/11/rethinking_teacher_roles_a_new_networked_world.html
http://educationpossible.com/practical-lessons-kids-learning-from-minecraft/#_a5y_p=1060151
http://unnecessarywisdom.wordpress.com/2013/05/19/gifted-is-not-always-a-gift/
http://techland.time.com/2013/11/14/the-time-invention-poll/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/11/how-can-students-be-successful-in-a-high-stakes-world/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+kqed%2FnHAK+%28MindShift%29
http://therivardreport.com/school-choice-advocate-responds-to-go-public-campaign/
http://wgsi.org/blog/fixing-learning-disconnect-digital-age
http://raisingkidswithoutreligion.net/2013/11/15/the-truth-about-gifted-and-talented-programs/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/11/why-academic-teaching-doesnt-help-kids-excel-in-life/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/11/subverting-the-system-student-and-teacher-as-equals/
http://bilingualkidsrock.com/bilingualism-vs-biculturalism/
http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/unwrapping_the_gifted/2013/08/same_and_equal_are_not_congrue.html?cmp=RSS-FEED&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Unwrapping_The_Gifted+%28Teacher+Magazine+Blog%3A+Unwrapping+the+Gifted%29&
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rob-furman/do-it-on-their-terms_b_4219125.html
http://www.religionnews.com/2013/10/30/fewer-home-school-families-cite-religion-main-motivation/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41u41C3E2Yg&desktop_uri=%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D41u41C3E2Yg&app=desktop
http://bobyamtich.com/2013/11/07/language-and-resistance-am-i-gifted-bright-normal-or-dull-and-does-it-even-matter/
http://www.homeschooldiaries.com/when-they-ask-if-you-are-qualified-to-teach/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+HomeSchoolDiaries+%28Home+School+Diaries%29
http://m.haringeyindependent.co.uk/news/10430758._He_could_understand_the_alphabet_at_ten_months_old_/
http://www.joebower.org/2011/05/if-we-dont-grade-how-will-we-know-if.html
http://www.wgsi.org/blog/question-everything-think-outside-011000100110111101111000
http://www.creativitypost.com/philosophy/where_have_all_the_geniuses_gone


 

Rethinking Arts & STEM 
Homeschoolers in college blend in for the right reasons 
100 Words of Wisdom: Linda Kreger Silverman 
India’s Human Computer: Shakuntala Devi 
Common Core May Not Meet Needs of Gifted Students 
Twice-Exceptional: Is It a Gift? 
Ruining The Gift of Wonder 
The Power of Interest 
America and Its High Potential Kids 
How Long Will You Homeschool Your Children? 
Artist Puts Disney Princess Filter On 10 Real Life Female Role Models 
You are a good parent, even if you had your child… tested 
What is Your Ideal School? 
America And Its High-Potential Kids 
Military Families Who Want to Home-School Their Children Find Support 
Kids’ Video Games: Source of Fun, Pain, and Profit 
Cal lecturer’s email to students goes viral: “Why I am not cancelling class tomorrow” 
Dance Your Ph.D. Finalists Announced! 
Amazing physics teacher shows his students that the greatest force is love. 
Is the ‘Dumb Jock’ Really a Nerd? 
 

Books and Book Reviews: 
Books, Etc. by Gifted Parenting Expert Dr. Sylvia Rimm 
20 of the Most Beautiful Children’s Books in the World 
Practical Guides to Using the Common Core With Gifted and Advanced Learners 
 

Learning Opportunities For Gifted Kids: 
12 Dozen Places To Educate Yourself Online for Free – Multiple amazing resources here! 
History Channel offering Big History Curriculum through the mails (FREE) 
Multicultural Kids Holiday Gift Guide 
Gift Guide: Best Toys for Building S.T.E.M. Skills in All Ages 
Young Engineers 
Heirloom Chemistry Set 
Introductory Homeschool Architecture Course 
Five (More!) Map Apps to Help Children Learn Geography 
Teaching Physics With Felt 
Eclectic Homeschooling: Musical Watercolor Painting 
Open Educational Resources Guide 
Make Your Own Pumpkin Pie Playdough 
Box + Crayons – Zen Activity for Two Year Old 
10 Drawing Games for Kids 
Math Project: Furnish a Hotel 
Global Art Project for Peace 
Math for Morons Like Us 
17 Playful Doodles that Incorporate Everyday Objects 
Watercolor Texture Techniques 
Zooniverse: Real Science Online 
Advanced vs. Light: Minecraft Homeschool 
Thanksgiving: Free Unit Study Cultivating Thankful Hearts 
Tips to Bring Novel Writing to Elementary Students 
Ordinary Moments from the Mathematician’s Lens 
Snap Circuits Jr. SC-100 
Science Bob Holiday Gifts 

http://www.middleweb.com/10412/rethinking-arts-stem/
http://www.uccsscribe.com/opinion/homeschoolers-in-college-blend-in-for-the-right-reasons-1.2844902#.UorBBNKsjXx
http://www.sengifted.org/archives/articles/100-words-of-wisdom-linda-silverman
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http://www.teachercertificationdegrees.com/articles/common-core-may-not-meet-needs-of-gifted-students/
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http://venspired.com/?p=5735
http://anniemurphypaul.com/2013/11/the-power-of-interest/
http://educationnext.org/america-and-its-high-potential-kids/
http://thepioneerwoman.com/homeschooling/2011/03/how-long-will-you-homeschool-your-children/
http://www.womenyoushouldknow.net/flatten-heroine-artist-puts-disney-princess-filter-10-real-life-female-role-models/
http://www.lynnelizabethmarlowe.com/2013/11/17/you-are-a-good-parent-even-if-you-had-your-child-tested/
http://plpnetwork.com/2013/10/31/ideal-school/
http://educationnext.org/america-and-its-high-potential-kids/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/28/us/military-families-who-want-to-home-school-their-children-find-support.html?_r=1&
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/10/kids-video-games-source-of-fun-pain-and-profit/
http://alumni.berkeley.edu/california-magazine/just-in/2013-11-21/cal-lecturers-email-students-goes-viral-why-i-am-not
http://news.sciencemag.org/biology/2013/11/dance-your-ph.d.-finalists-announced#.UpYfgH-w8_U.facebook
http://twentytwowords.com/2012/12/31/amazing-physics-teacher-shows-his-students-that-the-greatest-force-is-love/
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/10/27/is-the-dumb-jock-really-a-nerd/?_r=1
http://www.sylviarimm.com/shopping.html
http://www.apartmenttherapy.com/most-beautiful-childrens-books-in-the-world-196504
http://us2.campaign-archive2.com/?u=0cfd8f64b5e6f21868fc59e37&id=b5b27a63ef
http://www.marcandangel.com/2010/11/15/12-dozen-places-to-self-educate-yourself-online/
http://www.examiner.com/article/history-channel-offering-big-history-curriculum-through-the-mail-free?CID=examiner_alerts_article
http://multiculturalkidblogs.com/multicultural-kids-holiday-gift-ideas/
http://www.modernparentsmessykids.com/2013/11/gift-guide-2013-top-learning-toys-for-building-stem-skills.html
http://youngengineersoftoday.com/
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1742632993/heirloom-chemistry-set
https://www.educents.com/national-deals/deal/introductory-homeschool-architecture-course?utm_source=Educents&utm_campaign=77809ffd0e-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8da5a224bb-77809ffd0e-76914313#.Uoq0v9KsjXy
http://kidworldcitizen.org/2013/08/13/five-map-apps-to-help-children-learn-geography/
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/teaching-physics-with-felt-mary-beth-hertz
http://eclectic-homeschool.blogspot.ca/2013/11/musical-watercolor-painting.html
http://www.edutopia.org/open-educational-resources-guide?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=110613%20enews%20%28actives%20AB%2030percent%206-9AM%2040K%20throttle%29%20OER%20remainder&utm_content=&spMailingID=7325410&spUserID
http://tinkerlab.com/diy-pumpkin-pie-playdough/
http://berrysweetbaby.blogspot.com/2013/06/box-crayons-zen-activity-for-two-year.html
http://artchoo.com/drawing-games-for-kids/
http://www.byrdseed.com/math-project-furnish-a-hotel/?icn=rlt
http://www.globalartproject.org/about/projectdescription.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/20991/home.html
http://twistedsifter.com/2013/10/doodles-that-incorporate-everyday-objects-javier-perez/
http://hatefueled.deviantart.com/art/Watercolour-Texture-Techniques-146824155
https://www.zooniverse.org/
http://minecrafthomeschool.com/advanced-vs-lite/
http://www.freehomeschooldeals.com/thanksgiving-free-unit-study-cultivating-thankful-hearts/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2013/10/29/national-novel-writing-month/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/11/ordinary-moments-from-the-mathematicians-lens/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00CIXVITO/ref=cm_sw_r_fa_asp_-q1XG.0BXQFG0
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=vrangcdab&v=001jptNRpraO5gYElJD9un1sbaHMothY9u_9foIeeaRFetiEXcUhfTZ22Ql8Alpwq7bsUQAJgwYNSzVZmrqYKBJMGwud6StAraToJBZXj0M5aH4svlczrzzhWthJ0KQaqiwOoctkUTfllg%3D


 

Kano Computer Kit Lets Anyone Build a PC From Scratch 
Makey Makey: An Invention Kit for Everyone 
Little Bits: Another electronics building tool like snap circuits 
RoboParade 2013 at Macomb Community College 
Mighty Girl’s Holiday Gift Guide 
A Scientific Journal for Kids, Edited by Kids 
Mango Languages Homeschool 
 
iPad Learning Apps: 
Inquiry Learning Ideas for Math and Science With iPads 
 

Learning Opportunities For Parents and Educators: 
Parenting Articles by Gifted Parenting Expert Dr. Sylvia Rimm 
10 Helpful Tips for Parents of Gifted Children 
The Biggest Hurdle to Flipping Your Class 
Ask the Cognitive Scientist: Why Students Think They Understand-When They Don’t 
Helping your child fall in love with reading 
10 Things to Do Instead of Grounding Your Kid 
Bright, Talented & Black: Gifted African Americans 
What Type of Anxiety Might Your Child Be Experiencing? 
The Stereotypes About Math That Hold Americans Back 
Giving Good Praise to Girls: What Messages Stick 
Finding the Gems in the Rough: the mission to identify and serve the unknowing gifted 
Educational Video Games Can Boost Motivation to Learn 
Brains, Brains, Brains!  How the Mind of a Middle Schooler Works 
Report Shows Extent to Which Social Background Matters for Academic Success 
Maximizing the Social and Emotional Growth of Gifted Children 
Bad Boys: Research Predicts Whether Boys Will Grow out of It or Not 
What Gifted Students Need From You 
Teaching Empathy Through Digital Game Play 
Advantages of Homeschooling a Child With Autism 
Engaging Girls in History: The 20

th
 Century Through the Lens of Powerful Women 

7 Can’t Miss Lectures for Parents of Gifted Children 
SENG Continuing Education Home Study Courses 
Project Based Learning 
Why We Use National Novel Writing Month as our English Curriculum 
The End of IQ (and the Dawn of Working Memory) 
Should Coding be the “New Foreign Language” Requirement? 
Could This Be the Next Evolution in Higher Ed? 
Appealing Your Child’s Gifted Placement Decision 
What Schools Can Do to Help Boys Succeed  
Common Core Needs Tailoring for Gifted Learners, Advocates Say 
The Inquiry Process, Step By Step 
Creating Classrooms We Need: 8 Ways Into Inquiry Learning 
Why Inquiry Learning is Worth the Trouble 
Hackschooling Unschoolery 
 

For Teens: 
When does therapy benefit gifted adolescents? 
Why do adolescents take crazy risks? 
 

Scholarships and Competitions: 

http://mashable.com/2013/11/24/kano-computer-kit/?utm_cid=mash-prod-email-topstories&utm_emailalert=daily&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily
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http://www.makershed.com/SearchResults.asp?Search=MKLB&Click=157729&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Maker+Shed+Newsletter+112213+AD&utm_content=Maker+Shed+Newsletter+112213+AD+CID_59fb416b80dd7a5f7b0823757f6cb3ec&utm_source=Email+Campaign&utm_term=LittleBits
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http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/11/inquiry-learning-ideas-for-math-and-science-with-ipads/
http://www.sylviarimm.com/parentingarticles.html
http://www.empoweringparents.com/blog/gifted-children/helpful-tips-if-you-have-a-gifted-child-under-12/
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/biggest-hurdle-flipping-your-class-jon-bergmann
http://www.aft.org/newspubs/periodicals/ae/winter0304/willingham.cfm?utm_source=EO%2FTI+Newsletter+November+2013&utm_campaign=November+2013+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
http://www.ahwatukee.com/community_focus/article_d26ef364-4bd6-11e3-87f3-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/peaceful-parents-happy-kids/201306/10-things-do-instead-grounding-your-kid?tr=MostViewed
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/thecoffeeklatch/2013/11/14/bright-not-broken--gifted-kids-and-adhd-autism#.UoQ_8l9onjJ.facebook
http://santamonica.patch.com/groups/dr-dan-peters-parenting-blog/p/what-type-of-anxiety-might-your-child-be-experiencing
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2013/11/the-stereotypes-about-math-that-hold-americans-back/281303/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/04/giving-good-praise-to-girls-what-messages-stick/
http://highability.org/6299/finding-gems-rough-mission-identify-serve-unknowing-gifted/
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/11/131106122025.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily%2Fmind_brain%2Feducational_psychology+%28ScienceDaily%3A+Mind+%26+Brain+News+--+Educational+Psychology%29
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/how-middle-schooler-mind-works-brains-part-one-heather-wolpert-gawron?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=post&utm_campaign=blog-middle-school-brain-link
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/11/131105152917.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily%2Fmind_brain+%28ScienceDaily%3A+Mind+%26+Brain+News%29
http://www.giftededucationcommunicator.com/gifted-education-communicator/gec-fall-2013/maximizing-the-social-and-emotional-growth-of-gifted-children/
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/11/131105081517.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily%2Fmind_brain+%28ScienceDaily%3A+Mind+%26+Brain+News%29
http://www.edweek.org/tm/articles/2011/11/07/tln_colucci.html?tkn=VTMFMjwvx8OASiHsIG0Ltqi25nKXYph%2F5f4N&cmp=ENL-TU-NEWS1
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/11/teaching-empathy-through-digital-game-play/
http://www.autismdailynewscast.com/advantages-of-homeschooling-a-child-with-autism/4259/laurel-joss/
http://gwynridenhour.wordpress.com/2013/11/05/engaging-girls-in-history-the-20th-century-through-the-lens-of-powerful-women/
http://eclectic-homeschool.blogspot.ca/2013/11/7-cant-miss-lectures-for-parents-of.html
http://www.sengifted.org/programs/continuing-education/home-study-courses?utm_source=November+Education+%26+Training+Update&utm_campaign=November+Updates&utm_medium=email
http://www.bie.org/
http://gwynridenhour.wordpress.com/2013/11/01/why-we-use-national-novel-writing-month-as-our-english-curriculum/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tracy-alloway-phd-and-ross-alloway-phd/iq-tests_b_4168628.html
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/coding-new-foreign-language-requirement-helen-mowers
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/10/could-this-be-the-next-evolution-in-higher-ed/
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/gifted-ed-guru/201306/appealing-your-childs-gifted-placement-decision
http://ideas.time.com/2013/10/28/what-schools-can-do-to-help-boys-succeed/
http://ideas.time.com/2013/10/28/what-schools-can-do-to-help-boys-succeed/
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/10/30/10cc-gifted.h33.html?tkn=UVSFJ%2BRFuvLvchgbSl%2FmnQMzmnRWDHRUXspX&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/10/the-inquiry-process/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/03/creating-classrooms-we-need-8-ways-into-inquiry-learning/
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/01/what-does-it-take-to-fully-embrace-inquiry-learning/
http://unschoolery.com/hackschooling?_
http://giftedchallenges.blogspot.com/2013/11/when-does-therapy-benefit-gifted.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+GiftedChallenges+%28Gifted+Challenges%29
http://www.aeonmagazine.com/altered-states/adolescents-take-crazy-risks-that-make-perfect-sense/


 

Scholarship Opportunities from the Center for Talent Development at Northwestern University 
 

Upcoming Conferences: 
Michigan Association for Gifted Children Winter Conference, Ann Arbor, MI, December 7

th
, 2013 

USA Science & Engineering Festival Expo, Washington DC, April 26-27
th

, 2014 

SENG Annual Conference, San Jose, CA, July 18
th

 – 20
th

, 2014 

 

Member’s Writings: 
Rochester SAGE – Thanks Joshua! 
Updates on the Gifted Front 
quarksandquirks.wordpress.com  - Thanks Sarah! 
findingmygrounduu.wordpress.com 
aspergersathome.com   
The Magic Pencil by Karen E. Dabney: A source of discovery for African American kids who don't know they are 
gifted, and a tool for promoting literacy among the disadvantaged!  Facebook 
By the same author… 

The Magic Pencil Curriculum Guide 
The Magic Pencil Black Language Glossary 
I am a YoungStar and I Love Me Some ME! 
Unhappiness Is… 
StarLeader Guidebook! 

Sift the Gift:  Sift the Gift in Everyone! 
WeAreGifted2: Blog for advocates of culturally diverse gifted learners produced by Dr. Joy Lawson Davis 
 

Other Blogs and Newsletters of Interest: 
Joanne Loves Science 
Eclectic Homeschooling 

 

Local Homeschool Groups of Interest to Gifted Families: 
Chessology 
Diverse Homeschool of Genesee County 

Enrichment Hub 

Homeschool Connections 

Knickerbocker Homeschool Events 

Michigan Gifted Homeschool Group 

Oakland Homeschool Music, Inc. 

Open Homeschool Group 

Reach 
Renaissance Homeschool Group 
SE Michigan Well Trained Mind 
Southeast Michigan Homeschoolers (a Facebook Group) 
Totus Tuus Homeschool Enrichment Program 
United Learning Academy 
Yarah Educational Services 

 
Gifted Virtual Schools 
Laurel Springs Gifted & Talented Academy 
OnlineG3: Humanities Courses for Gifted Students 
Athena’s Advanced Academy 

http://ctdblog.northwestern.edu/2013/10/31/scholarship-opportunities/
http://m90212.wix.com/magc
http://www.usasciencefestival.org/
http://www.sengifted.org/programs/conferences
http://rochestersage.org/
http://rochestersage.org/2012/07/31/updates-on-the-gifted-front/
http://quarksandquirks.wordpress.com/
http://findingmygrounduu.wordpress.com/
http://aspergersathome.com/
http://www.dabs-and-company.com/about-the-magic-pencil
http://www.facebook.com/#!/alem1155
http://www.amazon.com/Magic-Pencil-Curriculum-Guide-ebook/dp/B008ECOPG6/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1351387104&sr=1-1&keywords=Magic+Pencil+curriculum+guide
http://www.amazon.com/Black-Language-Glossary-Pencil-ebook/dp/B009NAEQ94/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1349825369&sr=1-1&keywords=Black+Language+Glossary+for+The+Magic+Pencil%2C+Volume+3
http://www.amazon.com/YoungStar-Love-Magic-Pencil-ebook/dp/B00BGJ9RUI/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1370461918&sr=8-1&keywords=I+am+a+youngstar
http://www.amazon.com/Unhappiness-Everyday-Situations-Serious-ebook/dp/B00D74U4MK/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1370462152&sr=1-1&keywords=Unhappiness+Is
http://www.amazon.com/StarLeader-Guidebook-Positivity-Poems-Youth-ebook/dp/B00FMHHDZG
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sift-the-Gift-in-Everyone/267260490050091?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://wearegifted2.blogspot.com/
http://www.joannelovesscience.com/
http://eclectic-homeschool.blogspot.ca/
http://www.chessology.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/diverse_homeschool/
http://www.enrichment-hub.blogspot.com/
http://www.mihomeschoolconnections.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/243467235703532/
http://migiftedhomeschool.proboards.com/
http://www.ohmimusic.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/ohgelementary/info
http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/reachoakland/info
http://renaissancehomeschool.org/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SEMI-WTM/
https://www.facebook.com/?ref=tn_tnmn#!/groups/514037492010264/permalink/550593891687957/
http://totustuushomeschoolenrichment.webs.com/
http://unitedlearningacademy.com/
http://www.yarahhomeschool.org/
http://laurelsprings.com/high-school/gifted-talented/
http://www.onlineg3.com/
http://www.athenasacademy.com/mod/page/view.php?id=2244


 

 
Links to Other Gifted Support Groups: 
Local: 
Bay City Association for the Academically Talented 
Farmington Together for Accelerated Learners 
GT Resource Network, Grand Rapids 
Michigan Association for Gifted Children 
Rochester SAGE (Supporting Advanced & Gifted Education) 
Southeast Michigan Mensa 
Supporting Gifted Learners, Adrian 

 
Other: 
American Mensa 
Association for the Education of Gifted Underachieving Students 
The Association for the Gifted 
Cogito.org 
The Council for Exceptional Children 
The Davidson Institute for Talent Development 
Davidson Institute Educators Guild 
Gifted Homeschoolers Forum 
The Hollingworth Center for Highly Gifted Children 
National Association for Gifted Children 
National Society for the Gifted & Talented 
Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted 

 

Gifted Social Networking Groups: 

Facebook: 
Bright Children 
The Gifted Child’s Sharing Place 
Gifted In Michigan 
Gifted In Michigan Article Sharing 
The Highly Profoundly Gifted Group 
International Gifted Education 
Let it Flow Book 
Moms of Gifted Kids 
Quotes for the Gifted Adult 
SAVE GIFTED and TALENTED Individuals 
Sift the Gift 
Southeast Michigan Homeschoolers 
Your Gifted Talented Child 
 

Resources shared by Mensa: 
New Slideshow About Mensa Benefits for Gifted Youth 
FAQs about YMembership In Mensa 
Find out the many benefits of Mensa membership for children! 
 
Mensa for kids 
Lots of educational resources for gifted kids. 
 
Mensa for kids: Bright Newsletter: 

http://www.bcpsgifted.com/pages/parent-support/bcaat.php
http://farmingtontal.wordpress.com/about-tal/
http://gtresourcenetwork.org/
http://migiftedchild.org/
http://rochestersage.org/
http://mensadetroit.com/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingGiftedLearners
http://www.us.mensa.org/
http://www.aegus1.org/about.html
http://www.cectag.org/
https://cogito.cty.jhu.edu/about-us/
http://www.cec.sped.org/
http://www.davidsongifted.org/
http://www.davidsongifted.org/edguild/
http://giftedhomeschoolers.org/
http://www.hollingworth.org/
http://www.nagc.org/
http://www.nsgt.org/
http://www.sengifted.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bright-Children/119797201554487
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SEMMantics-2014/139515939576166#!/groups/105284202929173/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/giftedinmichigan/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/275309382568846/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=gm.659992457360661&type=1#!/groups/203959422963969/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/268592359853512/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/LET-It-Flow-book/374189815971163
https://www.facebook.com/groups/217894068300462/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=gm.659992457360661&type=1#!/QuotesForTheGiftedAdult?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/346968502736/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sift-the-Gift-in-Everyone/267260490050091?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/?ref=tn_tnmn#!/groups/514037492010264/permalink/550593891687957/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/#!/yourgiftedtalentedchild
http://www.slideshare.net/lisavangemert/american-mensa-gy-programs-and-benefits
http://giftedinmichigan.wordpress.com/links-and-references/faqs-about-ymembership-in-mensa/
http://www.mensaforkids.org/?gclid=COew7dCFy7cCFYc7MgodByMAnA
http://www.mensaforkids.org/school_template.cfm?showPage=school_default.cfm


 

Bright is the brightest monthly newsletter for smart kids!  Although this newsletter is available courtesy of Mensa 
for Kids and the Mensa Education & Research Foundation, Non-Mensa members are welcome to subscribe!  
 
Mensa for Kids: Reading in Excellence Award Program 
If your child finishes all the books on the list at his/her reading level he/she gets a certificate of accomplishment 
and wins a Mensa For Kids T-Shirt!  Mensa membership not required. 
 
Mensa for Kids: Games/Puzzles 
Online games and puzzles for gifted kids! 
 
 
FIND FREE PICTURES ON THE WEB 
By Lisa Van Gemert: 
 
1.    morguefile.com:  This is my go-to site. It doesn’t even require a free account. Just search, click, and download. 
 
2.    freerangestock.com:  This is the free side of Shutterstock.com, and it requires a free account.  I also recommend signing up 
for a free account at Shutterstock because they will email you a free image and vector image (illustration) every week.  That’s 
how I build my library of images! 
 
3.    www.sxc.hu:  This is Stock Exchange, the free side of istockphoto.com.  It also gives away a free image every week, along 
with a free video, audio and illustration every month. Sign up for a free account to access them. 
 
4.    stockphotosforfree.com is the free side of graphicstock.com.  Right now, graphicstock.com will give you a seven day free 
trial, and you can download 20 free images a day for a week. Just be sure to cancel your account before the week’s up so you 
don’t get charged. 
 
5.    pixabay.com:  They’ve got about 100,000 images here, and the quality is pretty good, too. 
 
Looking for cool fonts?  http://www.fontsquirrel.com/ is my favorite place to go for free fonts that are safe to download. 
 
If graphics and fonts are something you like, follow our Pinterest board http://www.pinterest.com/brightkids/font-graphics-
and-design-love/ 
 
Regards, 
Lisa Van Gemert 
Gifted Youth Specialist |mensafoundation.org 
lisav@americanmensa.org | 817.607.5578 
get resources: pinterest.com/brightkids 
 
 
DECEMBER RESOURCES: 

Happenings & Celebrations: 

Everyone knows about Christmas, but there are some other special days as well. 

Through the 5
th

: Hanukkah continues 
4

th
: National Cookie Day 

16
th

: National Cover Anything with Chocolate Day 
21

st
: Winter Solstice   

26
th

: Boxing Day 

Resources: 

http://mensaforkids.org/school_template.cfm?showPage=school_readeraward.cfm
http://www.mensaforkids.org/play_template.cfm
http://www.morguefile.com/
http://freerangestock.com/
http://shutterstock.com/
http://www.sxc.hu/
http://www.istockphoto.com/
http://www.stockphotosforfree.com/
http://graphicstock.com/
http://pixabay.com/
http://www.fontsquirrel.com/
http://www.pinterest.com/brightkids/font-graphics-and-design-love/
http://www.pinterest.com/brightkids/font-graphics-and-design-love/
mailto:lisav@americanmensa.org
http://pinterest.com/brightkids


 

Hanukkah: Find ideas for celebrating and some fun activities here bit.ly/hanideas and learn how to make an edible 
menorah here. 
National cookie day: No one cooks like a Southern cook, and you can find Southern Living magazine’s fave cookie 
recipes here bit.ly/slcookies.   
Things to cover with chocolate: Try making chocolate covered bacon, potato chips, strawberries, graham crackers, 
oranges, or bananas.  Get tips for how to melt your chocolate at bit.ly/meltchoc.  
Winter Solstice: Mensa’s Gifted Youth Specialist shares how to celebrate the Solstice here bit.ly/solsticefun.  
Boxing Day: It’s also called the Feast of Stephen, and it’s the day after Christmas. You can read about its history 
here historyboxingday and  
Triviality: 
Did you know that Sir Isaac Newton was born on Christmas Day in 1642?  In 1999, scientists voted him the greatest 
physicist of all time.  You can learn more about him here bit.ly/newtonbio.  
Benefit Highlight:  
Do you like TED talks?  Have you ever heard of them? If not, you’re in for a treat, and we’ve got something to add 
to it.  TED Connections take interesting TED talks and add questions you can dig your teeth into and extension 
activities to help you discover even more.  You can find them at http://mensaforkids.org/tedconnections.     
 
 

December 2013 Gifted in Michigan Upcoming Events: 

Owl Prowl 

Saturday, December 7th, 2013, 6:00PM, Northville, MI 

Robot Garage Open Build 

Saturday, December 14th, 2013, 3:00PM, Birmingham, MI 

Cirque Amongus Circus Training 

Monday, December 30th, 2013, 6:00PM, Livonia, MI 

 

Photos from the Minotaurs, our First Lego League Team!! 
Here’s our First Lego League team in action preparing for their November 23

rd
 tournament! To see more pictures 

and comments, check out our “Minotaurs First Lego League” page on Facebook.  Next month look for photos of 
our tournament competition! 
 

 

http://bit.ly/hanideas
http://bit.ly/slcookies
http://bit.ly/meltchoc
http://bit.ly/solsticefun
http://bit.ly/historyboxingday
http://bit.ly/newtonbio/
http://mensaforkids.org/tedconnections
http://www.evite.com/event/01D5ZHAE7G7ZBE7NGEPDIJWFDGBGJI
http://www.evite.com/event/01D5HVQGVAXKBAY3QEPDIJXDWD2DEY
http://www.evite.com/event/01D5V7PKATO5WAMVCEPDIJWUBUIQQA
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=246863588804855&set=a.244571582367389.1073741828.237152783109269&type=1&relevant_count=1


 

 

Other Upcoming Events: 
Will try this again next month, now that First Lego League Season is over.  I was a busy coach!  Phew! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Gifted In Michigan Volunteer Staff 
Melissa N. Jenkins      Leader 
Amy L. Simko              Stanford EPGY Coordinator 
Karen E. Dabney        Gifted Inclusion Leader 

 

 

Visit us on the web: www.giftedinmichigan.com 
Find us on Facebook: “Gifted In Michigan” and “Gifted In Michigan Article Sharing” 

Gifted In Michigan Email: gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net 
Participate in the Michigan Gifted Family Directory: https://qtrial.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_b9gGu8EgK19F6WV 

Send your articles, links, blogs and newsletter suggestions to: gimlinks@gmail.com  
or post to our Facebook “Gifted In Michigan Article Sharing” group 

Opt out by sending an email to: gimlinks@gmail.com 

http://www.giftedinmichigan.com/
mailto:gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net
https://qtrial.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_b9gGu8EgK19F6WV
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com

