
 

 

September 2014 Newsletter 

"When one door closes, another opens; but we often look so long and so regretfully upon the 
closed door that we do not see the one that has opened for us.” 

– Alexander Graham Bell 

 
Gifted in Michigan Newsletter and Resources 
 

Can Your Kid Be An Inventor? 

Does your kid like to tinker or come up with original ideas?  Does he/she dream of being a famous inventor like 

Grace Hopper, Nikola Tesla, or Buckminster Fuller?  Guess what?  Your child doesn’t have to grow up to be an 

inventor!  She/he can become a great inventor right now!  For example, 12-year-old Rachel Zimmerman invented 

the Blissymbol Printer.  This is an invention my 9-year-old son Dakota uses today with an eye-gaze computer 

device.  A camera reads his gaze, which focuses on buttons containing symbols.  The printer translates the symbols 

into words that the device speaks out for him.  Rachel was recognized for this invention at the World Exhibition of 

Young Inventors in Canada in the mid-1980’s.
1
 

Kids regularly invent and are recognized in invention contests worldwide.  Your child can participate too!  Below is 

a summary of a workshop I’ve given that teaches kids how participate in inventing.  It is based on the methods 

pioneered by Susan Casey, the author of Kids Inventing: A Handbook for Young Inventors.  Here is Susan’s 

awesome website: http://www.susancaseybooks.com/.   

1. What is the first thing you need to be an inventor?  An idea!  How do you get an idea?  Brainstorm!  What is 

something someone needs you can’t buy in a store?  How can you make an existing sport better?  Is there a 

chore you hate you could make easier?  Can you solve a community problem? 

2. Research your invention idea.  Has anyone come up with an idea like yours before, or is your idea unique?  

Check store catalogs and the internet to see if your proposed product is being sold now. 

3. What would help you document your idea and keep track of your thoughts? 

A journal!  Use a bound notebook and carry it with you so you can write your ideas down as they come to you.  

Make detailed notes and sketches of your proposed invention.  Include lists of materials and costs.  Have your 

journal witnessed at least weekly by an adult. 

http://www.susancaseybooks.com/


 

4. Naming your invention.  What are some options for naming your invention?  Naming for what it does.  Naming 

after yourself! Using word tips – make it catchy!  Naming for feel or sound. 

5. How/where can you build a prototype of your invention?  Build in your home or visit a makerspace if you need 

specialized materials or tools (3-D printers, for instance).  Makerspaces can also teach you invention skills.  Ask 

friends/relatives with the skills you need to help you out.  Use cheap materials to make your prototype. 

6. Enter a contest.  Don’t get discouraged if you don’t win one contest.  Some inventors don’t do well in one 

contest, and yet win another, for the same invention!  How would you prepare for an invention contest?  Read 

and follow the guidelines for entry.  Review judging criteria.  Common competition requirements:  Display 

board.  Statement of the invention idea.  Summary of the invention.  Model or prototype.  Inventors 

log/journal.  Oral presentation.  Remember to meet all deadlines! 

7. Inventing as a team – Teamwork calls for cooperation and compromise!  Try giving each team member a 

different role to help accomplish the team’s invention. 

8. Learning with a mentor. Who are some people in your life you can think of that could mentor you?  School 

mentors.  Family mentors.  Mentors from the community. 

9. Patents!  A patent is a way to secure the rights to your invention for a period of time.  A typical patent may last 

25 years.  Patents are expensive!  Fees are usually about $4000-$5000 and don’t include lawyer fees.  How can 

you reduce the risk of applying for a patent???  Do some of the legwork of investigating your patent 

application ahead of time.  Check your local patent office for info.  Approach manufacturing companies to feel 

out interest.  Don’t reveal too many details to avoid getting your invention stolen!  Research carefully before 

spending money on a patent! 

10. Trademarks!  You can use in place of patents or together with!  Trademarks reserve the right for you to market 

your product.  You can sell the right to use a trademark to someone so that they can make and sell your 

product.  Trademarks can be used in place of patents to protect a trade secret or secret ingredient (patents 

must reveal all that is necessary to make the product or to save the cost of a patent).  Trademarks cost several 

hundred dollars instead of thousands! 

11. You can market your idea to prospective buyers/manufacturers by creating advertisements or holding a focus 

group. 

1 – Famous Women Inventors website: http://www.women-inventors.com/Rachel-Zimmerman.asp  

Melissa Jenkins 

 
Welcome and New Members! 

We’d like to welcome all of the new members and their families who have joined Gifted in Michigan during the 

month of August.  Do you know a family in SE Michigan who could benefit from our group?  New members can join 

at www.giftedinmichigan.com and/or by joining us on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/. If you have joined via Facebook only, be aware you can also 

opt for email notification of newsletter publication, and/or local events, if you so desire. To get on either of these 

two lists for notifications, please send an email to gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net.  You are also welcome to 

participate in our Michigan Gifted Family Directory, if you live within the state of Michigan.  This is a great tool you 

can use to find other families with gifted kids near you!  Updated directories are emailed to participants only, 

about once every quarter.  If you want to participate, please fill out the directory survey here: 

https://qtrial.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_b9gGu8EgK19F6WV.  You may also send updates on your family via this 

survey.  Thank you!   

 

http://www.women-inventors.com/Rachel-Zimmerman.asp
http://www.giftedinmichigan.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/
https://qtrial.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_b9gGu8EgK19F6WV


 

First Lego League 

Our 2014 First Lego League team is up and running with all ten participants, and I’m very excited about the talent 

we have this year!  Our team has already built most of the robot game table mission models, and several of our 

participants are working through the Lego Mindstorms tutorials in order to get great at building robots before we 

build our own!  The participant this year who works through more tutorials prior to Sept. 13
th

 will get to be our 

Robot Game Expert who will lead the robot game team and help make crucial decisions about our robot game 

strategy before and during the qualifying competition!  As we prepare, you can follow our exciting progress on our 

new facebook page! 

Articles and Resources: 

We have consolidated the articles and resources we’ve come across during the month of August related to raising 
our very unique and special children to share with you here!  Have an article to share?  Have you written an article 
on giftedness?  Share it with us at gimlinks@gmail.com or post to our Facebook group “Gifted In Michigan Article 
Sharing”! 
 

Articles: 

Every kid needs a champion 
Spark of Genius: The Story of John Bardeen at the University of Illinois 
10 Child Prodigies Who May Change the World 
Teaching Kids to Hack for Good 
The US Neglects Its Best Science Students 
16 “Ted Talks” By Black Geniuses That Are Everything 
14 Signs Your Grandchild May Be Gifted 
Sensitive – The Untold Story 
Using two languages in one sentence not necessarily bad: Study 
10-year-old Emirati inventor to do science tour of the world, courtesy of Dubai’s Crown Prince 
Parenting Gifted Kids: When Good Enough Really Isn’t 
The Burdens of Talent 
Bright Kids: America’s Most Underserved Group 
Car crash television at its worst: How star of Channel 4’s Child Genius was reduced to tears in front of millions 
Robots enter Flint, change lives 
How robotics changed one girl’s path 
Paralyzed by a Plethora of Possibilities 
Gifted Kids Aren’t Going to “Be Fine” 
State school board allows students to say no to animal dissections 
If I’m So Smart, Why Am I So Anxious? 
NASA: New “impossible” engine works, could change space travel forever 
 

Books and Book Reviews: 
Smart Girls in the 21

st
 Century: Understanding Talented Girls and Women 

NAGC Select E-Books 
My Teacher Is a Monster: A Sweet Modern Fable About Seeing Through the Otherness of Others 
Raising Creative Kids 
Gifted Development Center Store 
8 Places for Thrifty Bookworms to Download Free E-Books 
 

Learning Opportunities For Gifted Kids: 
Home Climbing Walls for Kids, and Big Kids Too 
Global Think Test, September 6

th
, 2014 

How to Succeed in Coding While You’re Still Young 
The Global Cardboard Challenge… yes, please! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SEMM-and-GIM-First-Lego-League/704105519663295
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com
http://www.ted.com/talks/rita_pierson_every_kid_needs_a_champion?language=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyV8qSwGUHU
http://www.21stcenturynews.com.au/10-child-prodigies-change-world/
http://www.foxnews.com/tech/2014/08/12/teaching-kids-to-hack-for-good/
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-u-s-neglects-its-best-science-students/?noCache=1
http://www.teabreakfast.com/16-black-ted-talks-everything/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/08/20/gifted-children-signs-_n_5669484.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LIxSUqiLoOM
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/using-two-languages-in/1322760.html
http://www.thenational.ae/uae/science/10-year-old-emirati-inventor-to-do-science-tour-of-world-courtesy-of-dubais-crown-prince
http://www.parentinggiftedkids.com/2014/08/when-good-enough-really-isnt.html
http://www.creativitypost.com/psychology/the_burdens_of_talent
http://www.psychologytoday.com/em/157787
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2726418/A-child-genius-left-sobbing-millions-parents-betrayed-Channel-4.html
http://bridgemi.com/2014/08/robots-enter-flint-change-lives/
http://bridgemi.com/2014/08/how-robotics-changed-one-girls-path/
http://rainforestmind.wordpress.com/2014/08/21/why-decisions-are-difficult/
http://www.iwasthinking.ca/gifted-kids-arent-going-to-be-fine/
http://michiganradio.org/post/state-school-board-allows-students-say-no-animal-dissections
http://rainforestmind.wordpress.com/2014/08/06/if-im-so-smart-why-am-i-so-anxious/
http://sploid.gizmodo.com/nasa-reveals-new-impossible-engine-can-change-space-t-1614549987?utm_campaign=socialflow_gizmodo_facebook&utm_source=gizmodo_facebook&utm_medium=socialflow
http://www.greatpotentialpress.com/smart-girls-in-the-21st-century-understanding-talented-girls-and-women
http://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/nagc-publications/nagc-select-e-books#sthash.DVah2nT3.dpufand
http://www.brainpickings.org/2014/08/25/my-teacher-is-a-monster-peter-brown/?utm_content=buffer0b142&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.greatpotentialpress.com/raising-creative-kids
http://store.gifteddevelopment.com/
http://mashable.com/2014/07/19/free-ebooks/?utm_cid=mash-com-Tw-main-link
http://www.apartmenttherapy.com/home-climbing-walls-for-kids-and-big-kids-too-197511
http://www.globalthinktest.com/
http://mashable.com/2014/08/29/ask-a-dev-coding/
http://fabexploralab.blogspot.com/2014/08/the-global-cardboard-challengeyes-please.html


 

Saga Electric Guitar Kit: S-Style 
Become a Scholastic News Kid Reporter! 
The Official I Love Science Store 
The Feynman Lectures on Physics, The Most Popular Physics Book Ever Written, Now Completely Online 
How Kids Are Learning to Code While Playing Minecraft 
Free Chemistry Video Lecture Courses 
Middle School Chemistry 
Vintage Chemistry Sets Show We Used to Be Way More Chill About Chemicals 
Project Gutenberg 
Dragon Breeder Game 
Circuit Stickers Starter Kit 
Circuit Stickers Deluxe Kit 
Primary Science Lesson Plans for Magic School Bus DVD’s 
 

Learning Opportunities For Parents and Educators: 
For When I Forget Why We Love Homeschooling 
A Voracious Mind: Lasting Weirdness 
A Voracious Mind: Unleashing Genius: Self-Directed Learning 
Hoagies’ Nibbles and Bits: You are not alone!  Finding gifted community 
Study: Young Adults Who Had Depression Have ‘Hyper-Connected’ Brain Networks 
The Importance of Making Connections and Networking 
Top 5 Misconceptions about Gifted Students… and Setting the Record Straight! 
NAGC Networks - Arts 
An Interview with Monita Leavitt and Roya Klinger: Let it Flow 
Graduate Program in Gifted Education at the University of North Texas 
Giving Good Praise to Girls: What Messages Stick 
Reading Literature on Screen: A Price for Convenience? 
Sensory Smarts at School 
Learning in Virtual Worlds 
Gifted Students in Education 
Jump Start: Facing Fears and Facts About Grade Skipping 
Friendship and the Gifted Child 
The “Me” Behind the Mask: Intellectually Gifted Students and the Search for Identity 
A Psychodynamic Psychotherapy Approach to the Emotional Problems of Exceptionally and Profoundly Gifted 
Adolescents and Adults 
Identifying Giftedness 
Music, Creativity and Scientific Thinking 
Vulnerabilities of Highly Gifted Children 
It’s Here!  Our Annual Ranking of America’s Top Homeschools 
Becoming Anything You Want to Be: Career Exploration for Gifted Students 
The Learning Myth: Why I’ll Never Tell My Son He’s Smart 
How a Bigger Purpose Can Motivate Students to Learn 
 

Scholarships and Competitions: 
Teens can win $10,000 in Feed the World competition 
 

Upcoming Conferences: 

6
th

 Annual Motor City Black Age of Comics, Detroit, MI, Sept. 13
th

,  2014,  11 AM 

ECHA Conference: Re:thinking giftedness: giftedness in the digital age, Ljublijana, Slovenia, Sept. 17-20
th

, 2014 

Queensland Association for GT Children, National Conference, Brisbane, Australia, March 19-21
st

, 2015 

 

http://www.makershed.com/products/saga-electric-guitar-kit-s-style?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Maker+Shed+Featured+Category+Music&utm_content=Maker+Shed+Featured+Category+Music+CID_4b633d787d2a0a7f3a113d4be494ef6c&utm_source=email+_campaign&utm_term=Electric+Guitar+Kit
http://magazines.scholastic.com/kids-press/2014-Application
http://ilovesciencestore.com/
http://www.openculture.com/2014/08/the-feynman-lectures-on-physics-the-most-popular-physics-book-ever-written-now-completely-online.html
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/08/how-kids-are-learning-to-code-while-playing-minecraft/
http://www.learnerstv.com/Free-chemistry-video-lecture-courses.htm
http://www.middleschoolchemistry.com/
http://www.wired.com/2014/06/vintage-chemistry-sets/
http://www.gutenberg.org/
http://www.graphite.org/game/dragon-breeder
http://www.makershed.com/products/circuit-stickers-starter-kit
http://www.makershed.com/products/circuit-stickers-deluxe-kit
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Primary-Science-Lesson-Plans-for-Magic-School-Bus-DVDs-829290
http://thecardinalhouse.blogspot.com/2014/09/for-when-i-forget-why-we-love.html
http://giftedunschooling.blogspot.com/2014/08/lasting-weirdness.html
http://giftedunschooling.blogspot.com/2014/02/unleashing-genius-self-directed-learning.html
http://hoagiesbits.blogspot.com/2014/08/you-are-not-alone-finding-gifted.html
http://m.medlineplus.gov/news/fullstory_148081.htm
http://www.nagc.org/blog/importance-making-connections-and-networking
http://giftedparentingsupport.blogspot.com/2014/07/top-5-misconceptions-about-gifted.html
http://www.nagc.org/get-involved/nagc-networks-and-special-interest-groups/networks-arts
http://www.educationviews.org/interview-monita-leavitt-roya-klingner-flow/
http://www.coe.unt.edu/educational-psychology/graduate-programs
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/04/giving-good-praise-to-girls-what-messages-stick/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/14/arts/reading-literature-on-screen-a-price-for-convenience.html?_r=1
http://sensorysmartparent.com/schoolsensory_teachers.html
http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/frntt.pd.virtual/learning-in-virtual-worlds/?utm_source=SocialMedia&utm_medium=site&utm_campaign=mktg_2014
http://johnorodriguez.com/blogging/gifted-students-in-education/
http://www.parentmap.com/article/jump-start-skipping-grades
http://educationaladvancement.wordpress.com/2014/08/01/friendship-and-the-gifted-child/#more-1050
http://www.sengifted.org/archives/articles/the-me-behind-the-mask-intellectually-gifted-students-and-the-search-for-identity
http://www.sengifted.org/archives/articles/a-psychodynamic-psychotherapy-approach-to-the-emotional-problems-of-exceptionally-and-profoundly-gifted-adolescents-and-adults-a-psychiatrist%E2%80%99s-experience
http://www.sengifted.org/archives/articles/a-psychodynamic-psychotherapy-approach-to-the-emotional-problems-of-exceptionally-and-profoundly-gifted-adolescents-and-adults-a-psychiatrist%E2%80%99s-experience
http://www.malonefamilyfoundation.org/whatisgifted_identify4.html
http://alliance.la.asu.edu/temporary/students/katie/MultipleIntelligenceMusicBest.pdf
http://www.davidsongifted.org/db/Articles_id_10065.aspx
http://www.clickhole.com/slideshow/its-here-our-annual-ranking-americas-top-homeschoo-862?utm_campaign=default&utm_medium=ShareTools&utm_source=facebook
https://educationaladvancement.wordpress.com/2014/08/26/career-exploration-for-gifted-students/
https://www.khanacademy.org/about/blog/post/95208400815/the-learning-myth-why-ill-never-tell-my-son-hes
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2014/08/how-a-bigger-purpose-can-motivate-students-to-learn/
http://www.examiner.com/article/teens-can-win-10-000-feed-the-world-competition
https://www.facebook.com/events/248755311972830/?ref_newsfeed_story_type=regular
https://attachment.fbsbx.com/file_download.php?id=755151981210061&eid=AStSvQkGGoY5twf_O2waEdDkv1lf2QjOIP8Wt3Gh-D94EgMaJtgzeMcsU4se4bXQtWo&inline=1&ext=1409779234&hash=ASv3qkzMYltv8WkU
http://www.qagtcconference.com.au/


 

Blogs and Newsletters of Interest: 
The Fab Explor-A-Lab 
 

Member’s Writings: 
Rochester SAGE – Thanks Joshua! 
Updates on the Gifted Front 
quarksandquirks.wordpress.com  - Thanks Sarah! 
findingmygrounduu.wordpress.com 
aspergersathome.com   
The Magic Pencil by Karen E. Dabney: A source of discovery for African American kids who don't know they are 
gifted, and a tool for promoting literacy among the disadvantaged!  Facebook 
By the same author… 

The Magic Pencil Curriculum Guide 
The Magic Pencil Black Language Glossary 
I am a YoungStar and I Love Me Some ME! 
StarLeader Guidebook! 
Unhappiness Is… 

Sift the Gift:  Sift the Gift in Everyone! 
WeAreGifted2: Blog for advocates of culturally diverse gifted learners produced by Dr. Joy Lawson Davis 
Bright, Talented, & Black: A Guide for Families of African American Gifted Learners by Dr. Joy Lawson Davis 

 

Local Homeschool Groups of Interest to Gifted Families: 
Chessology 
Diverse Homeschool of Genesee County 

Enrichment Hub 

Homeschool Connections 

Knickerbocker Homeschool Events 

Michigan Gifted Homeschool Group 

Oakland Homeschool Music, Inc. 

Open Homeschool Group 

Reach 
Renaissance Homeschool Group 
SE Michigan Well Trained Mind 
Totus Tuus Homeschool Enrichment Program 
United Learning Academy 
Yarah Educational Services 

 

Gifted Virtual Schools 
Athena’s Advanced Academy 
All Gifted Online High School 
e-gifted 
Gifted Homeschoolers Forum Online Classes 
Laurel Springs Gifted & Talented Academy 
OnlineG3: Humanities Courses for Gifted Students  
SIG Beyond Online Learning Program 
 

Gifted Summer/Residential Programs 
Robinson Center for Young Scholars, Washington 
Summer Institute for the Gifted, Various States 
 

http://fabexploralab.blogspot.com/
http://fabexploralab.blogspot.com/
http://rochestersage.org/
http://rochestersage.org/2012/07/31/updates-on-the-gifted-front/
http://quarksandquirks.wordpress.com/
http://findingmygrounduu.wordpress.com/
http://aspergersathome.com/
http://www.dabs-and-company.com/about-the-magic-pencil
http://www.facebook.com/#!/alem1155
http://www.amazon.com/Magic-Pencil-Curriculum-Guide-ebook/dp/B008ECOPG6/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1351387104&sr=1-1&keywords=Magic+Pencil+curriculum+guide
http://www.amazon.com/Black-Language-Glossary-Pencil-ebook/dp/B009NAEQ94/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1349825369&sr=1-1&keywords=Black+Language+Glossary+for+The+Magic+Pencil%2C+Volume+3
http://www.amazon.com/YoungStar-Love-Magic-Pencil-ebook/dp/B00BGJ9RUI/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1370461918&sr=8-1&keywords=I+am+a+youngstar
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1492213462/ref=tsm_1_fb_lk
http://www.amazon.com/Unhappiness-Everyday-Situations-Serious-ebook/dp/B00D74U4MK/ref=sr_1_1?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1370462152&sr=1-1&keywords=Unhappiness+Is
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sift-the-Gift-in-Everyone/267260490050091?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://wearegifted2.blogspot.com/
http://www.greatpotentialpress.com/bright-talented-and-black
http://www.chessology.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/diverse_homeschool/
http://www.enrichment-hub.blogspot.com/
http://www.mihomeschoolconnections.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/243467235703532/
http://migiftedhomeschool.proboards.com/
http://www.ohmimusic.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/ohgelementary/info
http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/reachoakland/info
http://renaissancehomeschool.org/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SEMI-WTM/
http://totustuushomeschoolenrichment.webs.com/
http://unitedlearningacademy.com/
http://www.yarahhomeschool.org/
http://www.athenasacademy.com/mod/page/view.php?id=2244
http://www.all-gifted.com/allgiftedhighschool.html
http://www.egifted.org/
http://giftedhomeschoolers.org/ghf-online/
http://laurelsprings.com/high-school/gifted-talented/
http://www.onlineg3.com/
http://www.giftedstudy.org/beyond/online/
https://robinsoncenter.uw.edu/
http://www.giftedstudy.org/


 

Links to Other Gifted Support Groups: 
Local: 
Bay City Association for the Academically Talented 
Farmington Together for Accelerated Learners 
GT Resource Network, Grand Rapids 
Michigan Association for Gifted Children 
Rochester SAGE (Supporting Advanced & Gifted Education) 
Southeast Michigan Mensa 
Supporting Gifted Learners, Adrian 
 

Other: 
American Mensa 
Association for the Education of Gifted Underachieving Students 
The Association for the Gifted 
Cogito.org 
The Council for Exceptional Children 
The Davidson Institute for Talent Development 
Davidson Institute Educators Guild 
Gifted Homeschoolers Forum 
The Hollingworth Center for Highly Gifted Children 
National Association for Gifted Children 
National Society for the Gifted & Talented 
Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted 
 

Gifted Social Networking Groups: 

Facebook: 
American Mensa - BrightKids 
Bright Children 
Davidson Institute – Educators Guild 
EPGSIG-Mensa Exceptionally & Profoundly Gifted SIG 
Gifted In Michigan 
Gifted In Michigan Article Sharing 
Gifted “Underachievers” 
The Global Center for Gifted and Talented Children 
The Highly Profoundly Gifted Group 
Homeschool/Online Schooling with Gifted Students 
International Gifted Education 
Let it Flow Book 
Mermaids and Mermen Gifted 
Moms of Gifted Kids 
Quotes for the Gifted Adult 
SAVE GIFTED and TALENTED Individuals 
SEMM (Southeast Michigan Mensa) 
Sift the Gift 
Southeast Michigan Homeschoolers 
Your Gifted Talented Child 

 
Resources shared by Mensa: 
 
Insights into Gifted Youth 
New Slideshow About Mensa Benefits for Gifted Youth 
FAQs about YMembership In Mensa 

http://www.bcpsgifted.com/pages/parent-support/bcaat.php
http://farmingtontal.wordpress.com/about-tal/
http://gtresourcenetwork.org/
http://migiftedchild.org/
http://rochestersage.org/
http://mensadetroit.com/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingGiftedLearners
http://www.us.mensa.org/
http://www.aegus1.org/about.html
http://www.cectag.org/
https://cogito.cty.jhu.edu/about-us/
http://www.cec.sped.org/
http://www.davidsongifted.org/
http://www.davidsongifted.org/edguild/
http://giftedhomeschoolers.org/
http://www.hollingworth.org/
http://www.nagc.org/
http://www.nsgt.org/
http://www.sengifted.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/MensaBrightKids/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bright-Children/119797201554487
https://www.facebook.com/groups/davidsoneducatorsguild/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/EPGSIG/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/giftedinmichigan/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/275309382568846/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedunderachievers/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Global-Center-for-Gifted-and-Talented-Children/298181426901453
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=gm.659992457360661&type=1#!/groups/203959422963969/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedhomeonlineschool/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/268592359853512/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/LET-It-Flow-book/374189815971163
https://www.facebook.com/mermaidsandmermengifted
https://www.facebook.com/groups/217894068300462/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=gm.659992457360661&type=1#!/QuotesForTheGiftedAdult?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/346968502736/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/245037878891195/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sift-the-Gift-in-Everyone/267260490050091?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/514037492010264/permalink/550593891687957/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/giftedinmichigan/#!/yourgiftedtalentedchild
http://us.mensa.org/learn/gifted-youth/insights-into-gifted-youth/
http://www.slideshare.net/lisavangemert/american-mensa-gy-programs-and-benefits
http://giftedinmichigan.wordpress.com/links-and-references/faqs-about-ymembership-in-mensa/


 

Find out the many benefits of Mensa membership for children! 
 
Mensa for kids 
Lots of educational resources for gifted kids. 
 
Mensa for kids: Bright Newsletter: 
Bright is the brightest monthly newsletter for smart kids!  Although this newsletter is available courtesy of Mensa 
for Kids and the Mensa Education & Research Foundation, Non-Mensa members are welcome to subscribe!  
 
Mensa for Kids: Reading in Excellence Award Program 
If your child finishes all the books on the list at his/her reading level he/she gets a certificate of accomplishment 
and wins a Mensa For Kids T-Shirt!  Mensa membership not required. 
 
Mensa for Kids: Games/Puzzles 
Online games and puzzles for gifted kids! 
 
Mensa Pinterest 
 
News & Notes: September 2014 
 
Happenings & Celebrations: 
3rd: National Skyscraper Day 
18th: Rice Krispies Treats Day 
19th: Talk Like a Pirate Day 
28th: Museum Day 
 
Resources: 
 
National Skyscraper Day 
 
At skyscrapers.com you can scroll through images of skyscrapers from around the world, and you can even submit 
your own photos.  PBS has some great resources if skyscrapers interest you at 
pbs.org/wgbh/buildingbig/skyscraper/. 
  
Rice Krispies Treats Day 
 
How do smart people make Rice Krispie Treats?  With more butter than the recipe suggests. If you let it brown a 
little bit (after it’s melted, keep it cooking on low temperature until the butter turns brown and smells a little 
nutty), you will have the best tasting treats you have ever had!  Here’s our recipe for some gooey goodness: 
 
 8 oz. butter (1 stick) + some to grease the pan 
 2 10oz. bags of marshmallows 
 ½ tsp. sea salt or kosher salt (you can use regular salt if you don’t have these) 
 12 cups puffed rice cereal like Rice Krispies 
 
Grease a 9x13 in. pan with butter or spray. 
 
Melt butter over medium-low heat.  Keep cooking it, stirring frequently.  Don’t get bored and walk away! It needs 
constant attention! This part goes fast! After it turns browns and smells nutty, you’re ready.  Turn off the heat and 
dump in the marshmallows.  Stir until the marshmallows are melted and smooth. Stir in salt and cereal, and then 
spread in the pan.  If you put butter or butter spray on a piece of waxed paper, you can spread the treats pretty 
easily. Enjoy! 
 

http://www.mensaforkids.org/?gclid=COew7dCFy7cCFYc7MgodByMAnA
http://www.mensaforkids.org/school_template.cfm?showPage=school_default.cfm
http://mensaforkids.org/school_template.cfm?showPage=school_readeraward.cfm
http://www.mensaforkids.org/play_template.cfm
http://www.pinterest.com/brightkids/


 

 Visit this board for ideas on all kinds of variations bit.ly/rice-kt.  
 
Talk Like a Pirate Day 
 
Need some help talking like a pirate?  Visit postlikeapirate.com and get your text converted to pirate speak. And of 
course you can visit the “official” Talk Like a Pirate Day website www.talklikeapirate.com. 
  
Museum Day   
 
Lots of museums around the country offer free admission on Museum Day.  Start with the Smithsonian and see 
what’s available in your area bit.ly/mus-day. 
  
Triviality: 
 
Our year isn’t even!  The length of time between the March equinox and September equinox is seven days longer 
(six in a leap year) than number of days between the September equinox to the one in March! 
  
It’s Your Birthday! 
 
If you were born in September, you share your birthday month with the Marques de Lafayette (6th), King Richard I 
(8th), Agatha Christie (15th), Stephen King (21st), F. Scott Fitzgerald (24th), Johnny Appleseed (26th), and 
Michelangelo (28th).  
 
Lisa Van Gemert  
Youth & Education Ambassador |mensafoundation.org  
lisav@americanmensa.org | 817.607.5578  
get resources: pinterest.com/brightkids 
 

September 2014 Gifted in Michigan Upcoming Events: 
Kensington Astronomy at the Beach 
Saturday, September 27th, 2014, 6:00 PM, Dearborn, MI 

 
 

Gifted In Michigan Volunteer Staff 
Melissa N. Jenkins      Leader 
Amy L. Simko              Stanford EPGY Coordinator 
Karen E. Dabney        Gifted Inclusion Leader 

 

 

Visit us on the web: www.giftedinmichigan.com 
Find us on Facebook: “Gifted In Michigan” and “Gifted In Michigan Article Sharing” 

Gifted In Michigan Email: gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net 
Participate in the Michigan Gifted Family Directory: https://qtrial.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_b9gGu8EgK19F6WV 

Send your articles, links, blogs and newsletter suggestions to: gimlinks@gmail.com  
or post to our Facebook “Gifted In Michigan Article Sharing” group 

Opt out by sending an email to: gimlinks@gmail.com 

 

 

http://www.evite.com/event/01D5HPHOBRKLAYBSWEPEDBEVTACMWA?gid=01D5HPHOBRKLAYO2UEPEDBEVTGUQQI
http://www.giftedinmichigan.com/
mailto:gifted_in_mi@sbcglobal.net
https://qtrial.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_b9gGu8EgK19F6WV
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com
mailto:gimlinks@gmail.com

